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AFL-CIO Sets Off Ma 


ssive 


To Ward Off Vetoes: 


lative - Executive 
business and labor leaders in an 
address to the AFL-CIO Unem- 
ployment Conference, where Dem- 
Ocratic and Republican © officials 
traded charges and countercharges 
about the state of the nation’s econ- 
omy. ; 

AFL-CIO Pres. George’ Meany, 
calling the Johnson proposal “a 
wise, forward step,” threw “organ- 
ied: labor’s support behind the 
study commission. ; ; 

_“We_ believe,” he said, “that if 
all the people have the facts “about 
unemployment they will make- their 
Voices so vigorously heard that the 


i Congress and the. Administration 
will act.” 


Noting, however, that the John- 
on bill gives the commission 60 
: days in which to report, Meany de- 

Flared there should be no two- 
month “hiatus during which noth- 
Ing is done to aid the unemployed 
n America.” He said that in un- 
Employment compensation, boost- 
ing the minimum wage and making 
burplus foods available to the job- 
ess, “Congress can and should 
Ove promptly” while Johnson’s 
ommission “is gathering the 
acts,” 

As chief spokesman for the 
lsenhower Administration, Labor 
mec. James P, Mitchell “conceded 
0 the 7,000 delegates who jammed 
€ District of Columbia National 
Matd Armory that “neither the 


Johnson Demands 
‘Stark, True Facts’ 


Senate Majority Leader Lyndon B. Johnson (D-Tex.) has called 
for creation of a special commission to dig into the “stark but true” 
facts of unemployment in an effort to ward off presidential vetoes 
of legislation to put America back to work. 


Johnson unveiled his proposal for establishment of a joint Legis- 


Commission of® 


Administration nor Congress has 
done ‘all I would like to see it do,” 
but added that ‘‘we live in a world 
of compromise.” 

Without referring to Eisen- 
hower’s veto of the depressed 
areas bill Congress passed last 
year, Mitchell said that for two 
years the Administration has rec- ’ 
ommended such assistance for 
blighted areas. He called on 
delegates to “put the pressure on 
' Congress to pass, this year, an: 
adequate redevelopment bill.” 

The delegates, gathered in the 
nation’s @apital to spotlight the 
plight of the nation’s 4.4 million 
jobless, also heard: 

@ Sen. Paul H. Douglas (D-IIl.) 
flay a “callous Administration” for 
its insistance that “nothing need 
be done to cope with the recession 
or to help the unemployed,” and 
for being “extraordinarily sensitive 
to the needs of people abroad” 
while remaining “blind and deaf 
to the needs of people at home.” 
~ @ Rep. Richard Bolling (D- 
Mo.), representing the Democratic 
House leadership, describe Eisen- 
hower’s “current war against in- 
flation” as “the wrong war, at the 
wrong time and the wrong place,” 
adding that “the real economic 
problem today is under-employ- 
ment of the nation’s resources of 
workers and machines.”’ 


(Continued on Page 2) 


5 Million New Jobs 
Needed This Year 


America needs 5 million 
new, full-time jobs by the 
end of 1959 to wipe out the 
blight of unemployment. 

This is the minimum num- 
ber needed, says the new 
AFL-CIO pamphlet “Get 
America Back to Work,” to: 

@ Re-employ the jobless. 

@ Absorb the annual in- 
flux of young people into the 
labor market. 

@ Fill out short work- 
weeks. 

@ Keep pace with the job 
loss caused by automation 
and other productivity gains. 


Buses, ‘Trains - 
Cars—They | 
Really Came! 


They came in 35 chartered 
buses, six special ‘trains and at 
least a hundred private autos— 
long-distance car pools. 

They came from areas where 
unemployment*is an _ inescapable 
human tragedy to fhe nation’s capi- 
tal, bathed in sunshine, decked 
with cherry blossoms, where job- 
lessness is measured by calculat- 


ing machines and analyzed by. 


statisticians. 

Most of them had traveled all 
night. By all odds, they should 
have been tired and dragged out. 
But they came from the buses 
singing and waving placards. 

At, the entrance to the National 
Guard Armory, before the pro- 
gram got under way, arriving 
newsmen rushed over to cover 
what looked like an impromptu 
mass meeting. ‘The crowd-gath- 


(Continued on Page 4) 


Attack on Unemployment 


NN 


‘Conference Calls 
For Fast Action 


The cold reality of mass unemployment penetrated the com- 
placency barrier im Washington on Apr. 8 and set off a massive 
drive to “Get America Back to Work.” 

Over 7,000 workers—employed and unemployed—poured into 
the nation’s capital by train, bus and car and jammed the National 
Guard Armory to alert the country to America’s No. 1 domestic 
problem. 

They brought angry, sad and 
and despair. 

They lashed the Administration for 
the plight of the jobless. 

Theyewere critical .of Congress for its failure to produce legisla- 
tion to put America on the road to full employment and production. 

They shouted their approval of a pair of resolutions demanding: 

@ That Congress “wait no longer for Administration leadership 
but begin immediate consideration of measures which will get 
America back to work.” 

@ That the President “call into immediate session a conclave 
of leaders of industry, labor, agriculture and government, instructed 
to map a program that will keep America at work and abolish 
suffering caused by recurring mass unemployment.” 

@ That the press, radio and television present “the cold, hard 
facts of unemployment and suffering” to the American people, 

(See text of resolutions on Page 4.) 

The serious, concerned delegates pledged to “work unceasingly” 
to alert the nation to the dangers of chronic, high unemployment 
through their unions, state and local bodies by holding “Meet the 
Unemployed” meetings to present the facts on joblessness to com- 
|munity leaders and members of Congress. 

. Their strong, vocal support for the AFL-CIO program to “Get 
America Back to Work” came after a day of attentive listening 
to a series of speeches analyzing the current economic situation, 
outlining a positive legislative program and reporting from states 
and cities on the grip of unemployment. _ 

They cheered AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany’s attack on the 
Administration’s obsession with the threat of inflation, an obsession 
that will prove “disastrous” to the nation, 

They applauded AFL-CIO Vice Pres, Waiter P. Reuther, chair- 
man of the federation’s Economic Policy Committee, as he sharply 
assailed the White House for its callous disregard of America’s 
needs and the needs of its unemployed. 

They heard AFL-CIO Vice Pres. Joseph A. Beirne, chairman of 

(Continued on Page 3) 


bitter reports of misery, suffering 


its disinterested brush-off of 
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AFL-CIO. NEWS, “WASHINGTON, D. C., SATURDAY, ‘APRIL 11, 1959 


INDIVIDUAL CONFERENCES 


were necessary, too. In this one 
are AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany (seated) and Vice Pres. Walter 
P. Reuther. 


Johnson Demands — 
‘Stark, True Facts’ 


(Continued from Page 1) 

@® Sen. Gordon Allott (R-Colo.), 
representing GOP Senate Minority 
Leader Everett M. Dirksen (R-IIl.), 
defend the Administration’s bud- 
get-balancing approach, declaring 
that the federal government “can- 
not legislate wage changes (or) 
working hours by frequent govern- 
ment fiat so that everyone works 
at least a little bit.” 

@ Rep. Thomas B. Curtis (R- 
Mo.), representing House Minority 
Leader Charles A. Halleck (R- 

Ind.), insist that the Republicans 
are “not insensitive” to the “human 
and economic damage that goes 
with unemployment,” but that they 
“honestly. believe” the 
- economy will return to normal 
without interference by the federal 
government. 

Johnson devoted much of his 
talk to the problems created by 
the existence of a Democratic 
Congress and a Republican 
Administration, declaring that 
“when government is divided, 
the veto can be king.” | While 
the Democrats could make “is- 
sues,” he said, by passing legisla- 
tion that would encounter a 
presidential veto, the American 
people “want results and not hot 
air and propaganda.” 

Johnson said that action in the 
remaining year and a half of Eisen- 
hower’s Administration “will re- 

quire accommodation.” 

“Perfect legislation,” he said, 
“cannot be expected under any cir- 
cumstances. Adequate legislation 
will be extremely difficult when it 
must be enacted under the constant 
threat of veto.” 

He accused the Administration 
of trotting out “Madison Ave. 
statistics’ on unemployment “to 
pave the way for a veto of the bills 
that would put people back to 
work.” 


Defies Ike’s Veto 


Creation of the 1l-man com- 
mission to study unemployment, he 
said, would put the spotlight “on 
the areas where people have be- 
come desperate,” and would “carve 
the facts in words so big that all 
America can read them. Then’ 
let us find out whether the hopes 
and*dreams of men and women 
for decency and for a productive 
life are to be vetoed.” 

Johnson said his resolution. in- 
troduced inthe Senate that day 
with 49 Democratic and 18 Repub- 
lican cosponsors, would set up a 
commission composed of three 
members appointed by Vice Pres. 
Nixon as president of the Senate; 
three by House Speaker Sam Ray- 
burn (D-Tex.), and five 5 Pres. 
Eisenhower. 

Mitchell emphasized the Gop 
doctrine that “the government itself 
cannot and should not, in our kind 


nation’s+ 


* of economy, provide jobs for all 


the people. It can merely set the 
climate in which jobs can be pro- 
vided.” 

In the area of unemployment 
compensation, the Administration 
spokesman noted that “for 10 long 
years, efforts have been made to 
secure from Congress federal 


standards on unemployment com-|; 


pensation.” Pointing out that these 


-}efforts failed in both Democratic 


and Republican - controlled Con- 
gresses, Mitchell told delegates: 
“It seems to me that if we 

really want to leok at the prob- 
lem practically ... unless you 
can achieve it in Congress that 
what we ought to do is to direct 
our attention to the states.” 

Douglas, in a speech bristling 
with criticism of the Administra- 
tion, charged Republican leaders 
with seeking “to wash their hands 
of the responsibility” for federal 
action on unemployment compen- 
sation standards. He accused the 
Administration of “unrelenting op- 
position” to such needed improve- 
ments in a continued “states’ rights 
approach.” 

Praising the Administration’s 
recognition of the needs of people 
in foreign countries, Douglas 
pleaded for similar recognition of 
the needs of people at home. 

“Help for Americans is said to 
be inflationary,” he said. “But 
foreign aid is said to be stabiliz- 


} ing.” 


In the Administration’s book, he 
added, “kindness and charity are 


To Put the Jobless to Work: = ‘ 


ence was- told. 


LaborDemandsAdministration 


Get Economy Off Dead Center 


Organized labor is the instrument that must fight for programs and policies to get the nation’s eco- 
nomic system off dead center and put the jobless back to'work, the AFL-CIO Unemployment Confer- 


In his keynote speech, Pres. George Meany called on the more than 7,000 delegates to “let your 
Congress know” that labor rejects the Eisenhower Administration’s “disastrous” approach of doing 


omy” except attacking the so-called 
“threat of inflation.” 

The “nutshell” of our economic 
problem, he said, is that while in- 
dustrial production has regained al- 
most all of its losses in the reces- 
sion, only two of five jobless work- 


‘| ers have been “put back on the 


payroll.” 

This not only causes person 
suffering and the waste of. human 
resources, but constitutes ‘a seri- 
ous threat to industry and agricul- 
ture” and “courts the risk of eco- 
nomic collapse and impairment of 
national security,” he warned. 


“There is no earthly’ excuse. 
for letting that happen,” Meany 
said. “We of labor are con- 
vinced that the American people 
will not tolerate it.” 

In a series of parallel speeches 
other top union officials derided 
Administration claims that eco- 
nomic statistics have revealed sud- 
den improvements and that little 
need now be done. 

Auto Workers Pres. Walter P. 
Reuther, chairman of the Execu- 
tive Council committee that ar- 
ranged plans for the conference, 
pointed out that a jobless citizen 
cannot tell his children, “you are 
not as hungry today as you were 
yesterday because there has been a 
slight improvement in the indexes.” 

“The most serious deficit in 
Washington is not the deficit in 
the federal budget; it is the deficit 
in the leadership that is creating 
the problems in America,” he 
charged. 

“The President is obsessed with 
balancing the budget, and he hasn’t 
understood the simple truth that 
you cannot balance the budget un- 
til you first balance the budget of 
the people of America, their fam- 
ily budget.” 

“What frightens me most is 
not the dimensions of our prob- 
lem but the colossal indifference 
on the part of people in positions 
of great responsibility.” 

Railway Clerks Pres. George M. 
Harrison, a member of the Execu- 
tive Council committee, warned 
that our “critical situation—eco- 
nomically at home and in our for- 
eign relations—is that the United 
States has been slowing down.” 


for export only and not for, home 
consumption. No Americans need 
apply.” He said that “some for- | 
eign aid is probably still neces- | 
sary, but I protest against the bar- | 
barous notion that American needs | 
must come last.” 

Bolling declared that the Ad- 
ministration’s continued tilting 
with the windmill of inflation is 
“as phony as a $3 bill,” but 
added that the issue “is being 
sold to the American people.” 

America, the Missouri Democrat 
said 
employed,” because with man- 
power and productive capacity ly- 
ing idle, the nation is losing billions 
of dollars in output “at the very 
time when the Soviet Union is in- 
creasing the tempo of its world- 
wide economic war, which has as 
its sole purpose the destruction of 
democracy and freedom itself.” 

In its effort to provide the na- 
tion with “more schools, more de- 
fense, more hospitals,” and in re- 


‘gard to other programs for federal 


standards for unemployment com- 
pensation, distressed area aid, hous- 
ing and airport bills, and improved 
minimum wage law, Bolling said, 
“Congress has at its head the gun 
of a presidential veto in the form 
of a charge that such bills will un- 
balance the phony balanced bud- 
get.” 


, “cannot afford 4.4 million un- | 


| 
li 


Catholic Welfare Conference. 


nothing about our ‘faltering econ-® 


| Pamphlet Ready 
On ‘Back to W ork’ 


A new eight-page pam- 
phiet, “Get America Back to 
Work,” was distributed to 
the over 7,000 delegates to | 
the AFL-CIO Unemploy- 
ment Conference. 

Subtitled “An AFL-CIO 
Program for Action,” the 
pamphlet. covers in short con- 
cise terms three major areas: 

“What’s Wrong with the 
Economy?” 

“What Can America Do 
About It?” 

“How YOU Can Get 
America Back to Work.” 

The pamphlet, No. 94, is 
available without cost from 
the AFL-CIO Dept. of Pub- 
lications, 815 Sixteenth | 
Street, N. W., Washington 
6, D. C. 


He told of shrinking rai#road 
employment and lashed at the lob- 
byists for business who have “been 
working openly and under cover 
to defeat proposals for liberalizing 
unemployment compensation.” 
= “I wish I could take these lob- 

byists into the homes of the un- 
employed,” he said. “Perhaps 
the heads of great corporations 
who finance these lobbies could 
be humanized if we could only 
get them to visit the homes made 
desolate by the spectre—by the 
reality—of losing a job.” 

“If we could get them to take 
their eyes off the stock market and 
their minds off the hope of escap- 
ing federal taxation, we might 
make them realize that America is 
a nation of people, and that mil- 
lions are suffering hardships that 
should be relieved.” 

Communication Workers Pres. 
Joseph A. Beirne, also a member 
of the Unemployment Conference 
committee, charged that the coun- 
try “led by the President, is dis- 
playing a callous indifference to the 
plight of these caught in the eco- 
nomic maladjustment. We can only 
conclude that the unemployed are 
considered expendables.” 

“The American labor move- 


ment,” he declared, “will never 
accept this conclusion. Neither 
cheerful optimism nor Madison 
Avenue slogans will do the trick. 

“The AFL-CIO program for 
full employment must be sold to 
the American people over the 
heads of the Eisenhower Admin- 
istration.” 

Both Meany.and Reuther took 
sharp issue with the optimism lavy- 
ishly displayed by Administration 
spokesmen on the basis of March 
employment-unemployment figures 
showing a slight dip in joblessness. 

The Administration implication, 


‘| said Meany, is that “the sky is full 


of bluebirds—that everything is 
going to be all right.” He added: 

“Perhaps if you had a little 
salt you could eat some of those 
‘statistics.”. 

Reuther said that as he listened 
to “our very good friend” Labor 
Sec. James P. Mitchell open a 
speech about “what the Eisenhow- 
er Administration has done about 
unemployment, I said to myself: 

“This will be the shortest 
speech he has ever made in his 
life.” 

Meany and Beirne joined in as- 
sailing the negiigence of the gov- 
cimment even in regard to surplus 
foods, piled high in warehouses 
and going to waste while unem- 
ployed workers and their families 
are bungry. 

Meary told the delegates that 
he had written Agriculture Sec. 
Ezra Taft Benson to inquire. what 
could be done, under present law, 
to make availabie to the jobless 
“edible peanuts, peanut butter and 
cooking oil, eggs, dairy products 
and meats.” 

“Well, I got a reply from the 
acting secretary, Mr. (True D.) 
Morse,” Meany reported, that gave 
statistics on past programs and 
said, “The impact and magnitude 
of the problems involved with re- 
spect to your questions will require 
study by the technical people with- 
in the department.” 

In the last two years and three 
months, Beirne pointed out, the 
USS. has distributed to the needy 
in this country “around $536 mil- 
lion worth of surplus food, con- 
trasted with almost $636 million 
abroad.” 


PRAYER FOR UitVINE WISDOM was given at the opening of the Unemployment Conference 
by Msgr. George G. Higgins (at podium), director of the Social Action Dept. of the National 
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ington to impress on the Adminis- 
tration and Congress the urgent 
need for ‘prompt, ‘effective action. 
_ One was a veteran trade union 
fighter—Mrs. Min Lurye Mathe- 
son, manager of the Ladies’ Gar* 

ment Workers District Council in 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa.—who pleaded 
with Pres. Eisenhower to “cut 
short” his golfing vacation and visit 
the coal fields in the state where 
he has his farm “to see for himself 
how the unemployed have suf- 
fered.” 

Pennsylvania, with six of the na- 
tion’s 11 most critical areas of un- 
employment, and with over half a 
million jobless, has been “stunned” 
by the continuing recession, Mrs. 
Matheson said. Half of those out 
of work are not receiving any un- 
employment compensation benefits 
at all. 

“The President says that ex- 
tension, of unemployment bene- 
fits isn’t necessary,” Mrs. Mathe- 

“He ought to 
come up to Pennsylvania, or to 
any of the ‘other hard-hit states, 
and find out what’s going on in 
the country—not just on the 
golf courses at Augusta.” 


Instead of “repolishing the old, 
worn-out phrases from the McKin- 
ley era,” she said, Eisenhower 
should ‘“‘rouse the conscience of the 
people so that we can end this un- 


employment in the midst of 
plenty.” 
-Sam Ezelle, secretary-treasurer 


of the Kentucky State AFL-CIO, 
took note of remarks earlier by 
Pres. George ‘Meany that the 
Eisenhower Administration con- 
tinues to see “bluebirds” about the 
nation’s economic future. 

“I tell you,” Ezelle said, “a 
bluebird would fly over Ken- 
tucky these days only at his own 
perili—he might wind up in a 
pot somewhere.” 


He characterized his state as one 
with “mass, cruel unemployment,” 
with 185,000 Kentuckians “exist- 
ing on surplus foods in order to 
stay alive.” He predicted that in 
November the voters would turn 
out of office the state administra- 
tion which rejected ‘all pleas to lib- 
eralize the unemployment compen- 
sation laws. 

August Scholle, President of 
the Michigan State AFL-CIO, 
spoke poignantly of the terrible 
Spectre of the rapid rise in the 
numbers of those exhausting all 
unemployment compensation and 
turning, finally, to welfare rolls. 
Of Michigan’s 380,000 unem- 


Delegates Emptied 
7,000 Lunch Boxes 


Seven thousand box 
lunches and an equal num- 
ber of containers of milk 
were served to unemploy- 
ment conference delegates in 
their seats at the Armory— 
all in 20 minutes. 

When the overflow attend- 
ance exceeded even the most 
Optimistic predictions, a 
hurry call went out to the 
caterers for 500 more 
lunches. They arrived just 
in time. 

Delegates and newsmen 
munched away together on a 
ham and cheese sandwich, a 
hard-boiled egg, apple and 
cup cake, 
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ployed, he said, 197,738 have run]: 


out of jobless benefits. 

When they turn to public assist- 
ance they find “strangely cruel 
edicts” being handed down by wel- 
fare officials, he charged. 

In one county, welfare offi- 
cials ruled that all of those re- 
ceiving aid must plant gardens 
by May 1 and that to be eligible 
for continued assistance they 
must prove they tried to can 
vegetables out of the garden. 

“When some people protested 
that they had no cans or jars,” 
Scholle said, “they were told to go 
out to the dump piles, where they 
could find what they needed.” 

Describing continued unemploy- 
ment as a “cancer” in the econ- 
omy, Harry Van Arsdale, Jr., pres- 
ident of the New York City AFL- 
CIO, recommended establishment 
of a National Committee of the 
Unemployed, with regional, state 
and local offices, that could “wres- 
tle daily with the problems of 
workers who want jobs.” 

Paul Krebs, president of the 
New Jersey State CIO, said 
much of the unemployment in 
his state stemmed from whole- 
sale plant migration to “right- 
to-work” states, where “prefer- 
ence is given employers” because 
of the anti-labor climate. He 
cited the Textile Workers Union 
of America, which in 1949 had 
50,000 members in New Jersey 
and has watched that member- 
ship dwindle to a mere 15,000 
today. 

Julian Carper, vice president of 
the Virginia State AFL-CIO, said 
that areas “plagued with high un- 
employment” for more than a year 
show no tendency toward eco- 
nomic improvement. Despite the 
continuing crisis, he said, the state 
legislature defeated labor - spon- 
sored efforts to increase unemploy- 
ment compensation benefits and 
lengthen .the period for receiving 
aid. 

From New England, J. William 
Belanger, president of the Massa- 
chusetts AFL-CIO, reported a 
sharp increase to 61,000 in unem- 
ployed workers whose jobless bene- 
fits have expired. 

Substantial unemployment pre- 
vails in the 17 labor centers in the 
six-state region and in most of the 
26 smaller areas, he said, warning, 
“we cannot afford-to lose any.more 
jobs” without bringing total dis- 
aster. 

In West. Virginia unemploy- 
ment presently constitutes 13.6 
percent of the labor force with 
89,000. jobless, Miles Stanley, 
president of the West Virginia 
AFL-CIO, reported, 

W. F. Strong, president of the 
Maryland AFL-CIO, reported that 
the recently concluded session of 
the state legislature did nothing to 
aid the 90,000 unemployed and 
failed to enact meaningful social 
legislation of any kind. 

Fred Comer, vice president of 
the Tennessee AFL-CIO, stressed 
continuing unemployment and 
underemployment in the state, 
with 48,000 workers on unem- 
ployment compensation and an 
estimated 96,000 looking for 
jobs. 

Dallas Sells, president ‘of the In- 
diana AFL-CIO, in the windup re- 
port, told the delegates that every- 

+thing that had been reported in the 
other states applies to Indiana and 
the’ only ‘real relief lies in -enact- 
ment of the AFL-CIO program on 


‘a national level. 


officers of AFL-CIO national and) that Mitchell was “talking through 


The Jobless Speak—and It Isn’t Pretty. 


Reports from States 
Depict Grim Tragedy 


The people spoke—some in tones of righteous anger, some in 
accents of sadness, some with brief bitter flashes of humor—at the 
- AFL-CIO Unemployment Conference. 

These were the delegates .themselves—people who knew, close 
up, the grim face of unemployment, and who had come to Wash- 


HUNDREDS OF DELEGATES to the AFL-CIO Unemployment Conference came by bus. Here 
are some ‘of them walking to the Armory after alighting from the bus in the foreground; parked 
buses can be seen in the background. 


Unemployment Conference Sets Off 
Massive National Recovery Drive 


(Continued from Page 1) 
Community Services Activities, de- 
tail the suffering and despair that 
results from prolonged mass unem- 
ployment and call for action to ease 
the tragedies of joblessness. 

They heard AFL-CIO Vice Pres. 
George M. Harrison pinpoint the 
critical problems of unemployment 
in the railroad industry. 

And they listened to spokesmen 
for the Administration and for the 
major political parties both attack 
and defend Pres. Eisenhower’s poli- 
cies. ; 

They heard a proposal from 
Senate Majority Leader Lyndon 
B. Johnson (D-Tex.)—promptly 
introduced in the Senate with 
bipartisan support—to create im- 


Leaders Map 
Action Plan 
On Legislation 


Top trade union leaders moved 
speedily, in the wake of the AFL- 
CIO Unemployment Conference, 
to spark a grass-roots drive for 
congressional passage of a broad- 
ranging program to put America 
back to work. 

Within 24 hours after 7,000 
delegates put their stamp of ap- 
proval on a campaign of action, top 


international unions, joined by their 
legislative representatives and key 
staff members, convened to work 
out methods for implementing the 
program. AFL-CIO Pres. George 
Meany presided. 

Under discussion was a drive to 
win passage of: 

@ Legislation to help the un- 
employed through enactment of 
emergency jobless aid, federal 
standards for unemployment com- 
pensation benefits, and moderniza- 
tion of railroad unemployment and 
retirement systems. 

@ Legislation to help meet so- 
cial needs through aid to depressed 
areas and construction of schools, 
houses, community facilities, air* 
ports and roads, 

@ Legislation to strengthen the 
economy by raising the minimum 
wage and expanding its coverage, 
shortening the workweek, over- 
hauling the tax structure, and pro- 
viding adequate assistance to -the 
small farmer. 


mediately a special commission 
to dig out the “stark but true” 
facts of unemployment. 

Meany called the proposal “a 
wise, forward step.” But noting 
that it called for a 60-day study, the 
AFL-CIO leader said there was no 
need for a two-month “haitus dur- 
ing which_nothing is done to aid 
the unemployed.” 

The attack on Administration 
policies was carried by Sen. John- 
son, Sen. Paul H. Douglas (D-III), 
chairman of the Joint Congressional 
Economic Committee, who flayed 
the do-nothing policy line, and Rep. 
Richard Bolling (D-Mo.) who 
charged the President’s war on in- 
flation was the “wrong war, at the 
time and the wrong place.” 

To the Administration’s defense 
came Labor Sec. James P. Mitchell, 
who said he was proud of the rec- 
ord of 64 million jobs and record 
high weekly earnings of factory 
workers but acknowledged that the 


Administration has not done “all I 


want it to do.” 

Mitchell predicted that by Octo- 
ber 1959 that would be 67 million 
persons employed and 3 million or 
less unemployed, and turning to 
Meany, added: 

“If this isn’t so when the Octo- 
ber figures come out, on the steps 
of the Labor Dept. I'll eat that 
hat you said I was talking 
through.” 

Earlier this year Meany had said 


his hat” when he predicted less than 
3 million unemployed by the end 
of the year. 


Following Mitchell to the speak- 
er’s rostrum, Reuther praised the 
secretary as a man with a “sense 
of social responsibility,” adding 
that unfortunately Administration 
policies are not formulated by 
Mitchell but by. former Treasury 
Sec. George M. Humphrey “on 
quail hunts in Georgia.” 

Also defending the Administra- 
tion and Republican record were 
Sen. Gordon Allott (R-Colo.), who 
spoke up for a balanced budget, 
and Rep. Thomas B. Curtis (R- 
Mo.), who said he honestly believes 
the economy will return to normal 
without federal assistance. 

Federal legislation—the AFL- 
CIO program—is the only way 
out, spokesmen from 10 states 
and regional areas told the con- 
ference in brief but pungent 
descriptions of how joblessnéss 
has affected their areas. 

They: strongly supported the 
four-point program outlined by 
Meany in his keynote speech call- 
ing for: 

@ Legislation to cushion the 
shock of the shrinkage of jobs and 
to safeguard purchasing power. 

@ Legislation to launch a vast 
building program of desperately 
needed public improvements. 

@ Action by the trade union 
movement to secure justified wage 
increases and to shorten the work- 
week so as to spread available jobs. 

@ Action by the government to 
strengthen our national defense 
program so that the U.S. and the 
rest of the free world will not have 
to live in fear. 


of the national community.” 


‘Divine Wisdom’Asked for 
Parley by Msgr. Higgins 


An opening prayer for divine wisdom to permit delegates 
to the AFL-CIO Unemployment Conference to concentrate 
on the causes—not the symptoms—of our economic problems 
was given by Msgr. George G. 
Action Dept. of the National Catholic Welfare Conference. 

“Provide us,” he pleaded, “with steadfastness of purpose 
and perseverance to work intelligently and in the spirit of jus- 
tice and charity towards the establishment of a better eco- 
nomic order—an economic order in which organized labor — 
will be given a-greater voice in the determination of all of 
those policies m American industry which directly affect the 
economic welfare of its members and the economic welfare 


Msgr. Higgins also asked God to “help us to be sensitive 
to the plight of the unemployed.” 


Higgins, director of the Social 
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Ask Jobless Parley 


Herewith is the text of a resolution, approved by the AFL-CIO 
Unemployment Conference, asking Pres. Eisenhower to call:together 
government, business and labor leaders to discuss what must.-be 
done to meet the crisis of chronic joblessness: 

Unemployment is America’s greatest domestic problem. It can 
and must be solved without further delay. 

The hardship and suffering of American families, deprived of a 
decent income through no fault of their own and facing a bleak 
and hopeless future unless the Congress and Administration act 
now, is a national problem. 

It is not the problem of any single state, city or industry. It is 
the problem of all of us. . 

Only federal action can solve it. 

Political attempts to “pass the buck” to the states- must be re- 
jected. Political attempts to delude the people into. believing a 
balanced budget is our only hope for national survival must be 
refuted. The problem is to balance the budget of human needs. 

America is her people. Anything that injures them, injures our 
nation as a whole. It was to prevent such injuries that our federal 
‘government was created with the express purpose of promoting 


’ the general welfare. 


Certainly mass unemployment, which not only brings misery 
to millions but which undermines the soundness of our entire econ- 
omy, is a crime against America. It can and must be halted by 
actions of the government. 

Congress and the Administration can help to end unemployment, 
abolish misery and suffering, restore prosperity to the American. 
scene and protect our economy agains further future wasteful 
unemployment. It is that kind of action we seek. 

We, the delegates to the AFL-CIO Unemployment Conference in 
Washington, D. C., on this 8th day of April 1959, in the full real- 
ization of our rights as American citizens and of our responsibilities 


_to the American worker—employed and unemployed—therefore: 


1 Demand that the Congress of the United States wait no longer 
for Administration leadership but begin immediate considera- 
tion of measures which will get America back to work. These in- 
clude the measures described in the AFL-CIO’s program for 
action, distributed to the delegates to this conference. 
no excuse for further delay. _ 
Demand that the President of the United States re-evaluate the 
domestic situation in this country. We urge-him to call into 
immediate session a conclave of leaders of industry, labor, agricul- 
ture and government, instructed to map a program that will keep 
America at work and abolish the suffering caused by recurring mass 
unemployment. We know it can be done. 
3 Call upon the nation’s press, radio and television to present 
to the public the cold, hard facts of unemployment and suffer- 
ing. The posture of the ostrich ill becomes America. Her people 
are strong enough to know the facts and the truth. 
4. Resent and reject the false Communist doctrine that unem- 
ployment means the American free enterprise system can’t 
work. We know it can work. We want and we intend to find the 
political understanding in high places that will make it work. 
Condemn the equally false philosophy that some unemploy- 
ment and suffering is a necessary by-product of a free econ- 
omy. Such resignation to gloom and doom is a betrayal of the 
American way of life. 
We want jobs. We want America at work. 
We intend to get America back to work. 


Labor Pledges Action 


The following is the text of a resolution pledging delegates’ action 
at the grass-roots level to mobilize public support for an all-out war 
on unemployment: 

In this hour of crisis, created by the tragic unemployment prob- 
lem in the United States, the American trade union movement has 
a vital responsibility. 

We in the labor unions must wage the fight for the jobless of 
America. 

Many of them are our brothers and sisters in the labor move- 
ment. Those who are not union members have no one else to 
turn to. No one else will fight for them. 

We, the delegates to this AFL-CIO Unemployment Cohference 
in Washington, D. C., accept.that challenge and that responsibility. 

We hereby solemnly pledge ourselves, our national and inter- 
national unions and each of their local unions, and our AFL-CIO 
state and city central bodies, to work-unceasingly at the tasks of 
alerting America to the danger of mass unemployment and of 
achieving the actions necessary to get America back to work. 

We shall return to our homes and start on this job at once. 

We hereby undertake to immediately determine and then in- 
form each member of the Congress of the United States of the 
facts about unemployment among his constituents. We shall do 
this job promptly and factually. 

In our home towns, we intend to hold “meet the unemployed” 
meetings at which we shall present both the facts about unemploy- 
ment and the unemployed themselves to our community leaders 
and our congressional representatives so as to spark community 
interest and action on this problem. 

We intend to mobilize America to achieve our goal: Full pro- 
duction, full employment, full prosperity for our beloved nation. 

Nothing less is good enough for America, 
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Mitchell Hat Meal 
Cooked to Order | 


Labor Sec, Mitchell’s offer 
to eat his hat on the Labor 
Dept. steps if the October 
1959 unemployment figures 
exceed “3 million or less,” 
falls in the realm of statisti- 
cal trickery, according to 
AFL-CIO economists. 

They explain that October 
traditionally is the seasonal 
low point for unemployment 
and that 3 million unem- 
ployed in October means 4 
million or more jobless in 
January and February. 

Secondly, Mitchell’s 3 mil- 
. lion figure for October would 
‘mean something over 5 per- 
cent of the labor force un- 
employed on a seasonally ad- 
justed basis. The. current 
figure is 5.8 percent. 


IUE Delegates 
Hear Carey at 
25c¢ Supper 


Large-scale permanent. unem- 
ployment~can send our economy 
“into a tailspin that could make 
the great depression look like a 
quilting bee,” Pres. James B. Carey 
of the Electrical, Radio & Machine 
Workers declared. 


Carey addressed an “‘austerity 
dinner” of IUE delegates to the 
AFL-CIO Unemployment Confer- 
ence. The dinner, held at Wash- 
ington’s Eastern High School, was 
designed to spotlight the nutrition 
problem of the nation’s unem- 
ployed. ¢ 

Delegates were served hot dogs, 
baked beans, applesauce, bread and 
coffee or milk. The cost was 25 
cents a portion. 


Carey pointed out that for the 
rst time in the nation’s history, 
industrial recovery has not been 
accompanied by normal employ- 
ment and “hundreds of thousands 
of disemployed will never get their 
jobs back. 2 


Bus, 1 rain 


(Continued from Page 1) 
erer turned out to be Arnold 
Shenofsky of Auto Workers eal 
12, Toledo, O. 

Shenofsky, a iichitlin Ghiabtaltsen 
at union functions, played his ac- 


| cordian—fast for the jitterbuggers, 


slower for the old-time sentimental 
songs, and then led the group in 
union songs. He had played most 
of the night on the train; he played 
during the Junchtime intermission. 
Early arrivals got a bonus. 
Sightseeing buses were waiting 
at Union Station to take them 
on a tour of Washington, bring- 
ing them to the Armory in time 
for the start of the conference. 
Lucy Monroe, who has opened 
nearly every major gathering in the 
United States with the national an- 


the Star Spangled Banner. - She 
holds cards in several AFL-CIO 
entertainment unions. 

* * % 

There were 352 press, radio and 
television correspondents accred- 
ited to the conference. TV cam- 
eras were at the railroad station 
and the Armory. Delegates were 
interviewed for both the Dave 
Garroway and the Chet Huntley 
programs, in addition to news cov- 
erage of conference highlights. 

The delegation from Winchester, 
Va., included three veterans of the 
O'Sullivan Rubber strike, a father 
and son among them. They were 
Marian Miller, Sr., Marian Miller, 
Jr., and Harley Barker. 

a * ae 
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Hard luck hit the Toledo dele- 


them, got a big hand as she sang | 


‘Not Out of the Woods’: 


4.4: Million Still Idle 


Despite March Dip | 


There were more people out of work in March—4.4 million<@ 


“| than in any other March since the end of World War II with the 


exception of recession-ridden March 1958.. 

That’s the highlight of the latest government report on uneni 
ployment which showed a more than seasonal drop in Joblessnegg 
of 387,000—due to an unusual?— 


rise in farm jobs, construction and 
an. artificial spurt in steel produc- 
tion. 

“There is no appreciable im- 
provement in the overall figure,” 
said AFL-CIO Pres. George 
Meany, and “well-staged propa- 
ganda announcements will not 
solve the problem or bring relief 


to the 4,362,000 unemployed 
workers and their families.” He 
added: 


“Unemployment is a problem of 
people, men, women and children 
—rather than a mere statistic.” 

' Meany’s remark about “well- 
staged propaganda announce- 
ments” was in reference to 
the Administration’s  maneuver- 
ing several days in advance of 
publication’ of the unemploy- 
ment figures to suggest that the 
employment situation was bright- 
ening. 

It included the highly unusual 
White House action of announcing 
24 hours in advance of publication 
of the figures that Pres. Eisen- 
hower found them “gratifying.” 


Jobs Still Lag | 

Underscoring the continuing 
severity of the unemployment sit- 
uation was the fact that even with 
a monthly gain in non-farm jobs 
of 245,000—on a seasonally ad- 
justed basis—only 54 percent of 
the loss in non-farm jobs suffered 
during the recession has been re- 
covered, contrasted with an almost 


100 percent recovery in industrial 


production. 

With 4.4 million out of work 
in March, the rate of unemploy- 
ment was 5.8 percent compared 
to 6.1 percent in February. 


The unemployment rate regis- 


tered 5.9 percent in Novemball 

1958 and has been at 6 percent 

or better throughout the winter, 

Employment in March rose ff 
million to 63.8 million, according 
to the government figures, with 
595,000 of the increase in nome 
farm employment—most of it iq 
construction—and 511 000 in 7 
culture. 

A large share of the drop in uns. 
employment, according to labor 
economists, stemmed from a fairly 
sharp build-up in steel purchaseg 
based on the steel industry’s Propaie 
ganda campaign that a strike is 
impending. ~ 

Press Briefing Held 

The Administration set up a fulle 
scale press briefing to announgg 
the figures. Presiding was Dr 
Seymor Wolfbein, chief of the Diy, 
of Manpower and Employment of 
the Labor Dept's” Bureau of Las 
bor Standards. 

In _ his analysis of the jobless 
situation, Wolfbein said that 1.5 
million of the jobless—roughly 
one-third of the total—have been 
unemployed 15 weeks or longer, 
and that 267 large and small in- 
dustrial acreas currently have la- 
bor surpluses in excess of 6 per- 
cent. Against this backdrop he 
warned “we are by no means out 
of the woods.” 

If the economy makes no fur- 

ther recovery in the months 

ahead, he said, the seasonal 

work patterns will bring jobless-” 
ness down to “about 3 million”™ 
in October. Seasonally-adjusted, 

he added, this would represent 

approximately 5.8 percent un- 

employment—precisely what it 

was in March, 


and Car Caravans 


gation. On two cars of their 
special train, nearly every delegate 
came down with food poisoning 
after eating the meal served by the 
railroad, 

Kenneth Kramer, Red Cross 
liaison with AFL-CIO Commu- 
nity Services, sent out a quick 
call for reinforcements for the 
first aid unit assigned to the con- 
ference. 

Additional Red Cross and Pub- 
lic Health doctors and nurses were 
rushed to the Armory and Red 
Cross and Fire Dept. ambulances 
took 25 of the more seriously 
stricken delegates to the hospital. 
Nearly 100 more were treated in 
the first aid rooms. By day’s end, 
all were reported recovering. 

aK * * 

Some of the signs the delegates 
brought with them read: 

“A Working America Will 
Balance the Budget.” 

“Act or We'll Be Back.” 

Most.common were signs read- 
ing: “Put America Back to Work” 
and as a dig at Pres. Eisenhower— 
vacationing in Georgia—‘On to 
Augusta.” 

Joe Glazer, educational director 
of the Rubber Workers, got a big 
hand as he opened the afternoon 
session with a new song about the 
automated factory. 

A number of congressmen were 
introduced. But Rep. Peter W. 
Rodino, Jr. (D-N. J.) got an espe- 
cially enthusiastic round of ap- 
plause. He had gotten up at 4:30 
in the morning to make the trip to 
Washington with the New Jersey 


delegation, 


Bring Delegates to Conference 


The statistics of unemployment 
came alive with the distribution of 
the center four-page section of this 
issue of the AFL-CIO News. The 
section was printed in advance for 
use at the conference along willl 
the new pamphlet, “Get Ameri¢@ 
Back to Work,” and the current 
issue of the AFL-ClO Federation? 
ist. 

et. 8 

The gay dresses of many of the 
women delegates added a welcome 
note of color to the crowd. A lot 
of them were intended for summer 
wear and proved more than wer 
come in the unseasonable heat, =~ 

The Unemployment Confef 
ence was not the only one in the 
big Armory. A number of im 
formal gatherings were held a 
delegates from different locals t@ 
past conventions of their inter 
national unions held impromptt 
reunions, 


One member of Congress= 
Ohio’s Republican Rep. William 
Ayers—turned out at Union St 
tion shortly after dawn to greet the 
contingents of delegates arriving Of 
train. He served steaming come 
and doughnuts to the tired 
train-weary arrivals. 

As a special reminder to Aral 
ites, whom he represents, that # 
welcomed the opportunity to dis 
cuss labor’s action program 
them, “Ayers set up a sign W 
read: “See your congressman first 
—he can help you the most.” He 
signed it with his name and roo# 
number in the House Office Built 


ing. 
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he Bitter Face of Unemployment— 


ndless Lines of People Seeking Work 


s 
F d Jobl 
rustrated Jobless 
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ace Grim Future 
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America’s millions of jobless are gradually growing accustomed 
to standing in line—hundreds of thousands Of them have been 
doing just that for a year or more. 

Week after dreary week, too many of them line up for too few 
jobs—just as they have lined up, in a depressingly familiar routine, 
all these tragic months. 

They stood in line, first, for woefully-inadequate unemploy- 
- ment compensation, paid for far too short a time. 
1“ They stood in line, again—if they were lucky enough to live 
The _in those 17 states which acquired federal loans last year—for a 
for temporary extension of their jobless insurance benefits. 
vith They stood in line, too—if theirs were the communities con- 
rica cerned enough to set up the machinery—for meager handouts of 
rent nourishing, if unappetizing, surplus foods. 
- They stvod in line, inevitably, for that final indignity—public 

welfare. , 

the For far too long, the millions of unemployed have been merely 


ome . ns oom Statistics—dutifully reported, carefully catalogued, and faithfully 
UNEMPLOYED FATHER OF SIX FINDS AGE AGAINST HIM _ recorded on charts and graphs. 

But beyond the statistics are the faces of people in despair, expe- 
riencing personal tragedy, victimized by a nationwide recession not 
of their own making. 

Their faces give the lie to the rosy-hued pictures that industry 
has regained the production lost during the recession and that the 
nation is once again on the high road of prosperity. 


You look at the faces of these jobless Americans and you see 
sharply etched the grim story of their suffering. 

It is a story which started with the initial shock of suddenly 
being deprived of employment and income; which encompasses 
the patient, endless searching for work that isn’t there, and that 
may never be there again; which comes down, finally, to a sense of 
uselessness as they realize that they suddenly are no longer needed. 

Name any city in the United States—almost any city at all—and 
chances are you'll name one in which families suffer the intense 
frustration that inevitably accompanies such a personal crisis as 
prolonged unemployment. 

New York? Chicago? Detroit? Los Angeles? 

They’re all the same. All of them have been hard hit by lingering 
unemployment. 

Everywhere there are long, silent lines of people. 

‘With ebbing hopes, they wait for work—work to help them 
maintain personal dignity; work to feed and clothe and shelter 
their families. 

ii ag ee Despair comes slowly—but it comes—when you ating and wait 
SILENT LINES OF JOBLESS IN HARD-HIT INDIANA so long. 
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This Is Happening in Am 


In Michigan ... 


Just Looking for a Job 


Detroit—“What do I want? Just a job, brother; just a job!’ 

This is a Detroit unionist, a skilled production worker with 16 years’ 
seniority, who has been out of work. now for more than a year. 

He stands halfway down a four-block-long line outside a small fab- 
ricating plant here where, it is rumored, a handful of low-paid, un- 
skilled workers may be—just may be—hired. 

He will tell you that he really doesn’t expect to ever go back to work 
at the trade to which he has devoted his entire adult life. He is grub- 
bing now for any job he can get. 

He has long since exhausted his unemployment compensation— 
and the emergency extra help doled out when Michigan participated 
in the Temporary Unemployment Compensation program last year. 

His small savings are long-since used up; he is in debt to his and 
his wife’s relatives for loans they could really ill afford to make; his 
pride is bruised by his visits to welfare offices and surplus food distri- 
bution points. 

Like most of Michigan’s 364,000 jobless—one out of ever eight 
workers in the state’s total working force—he is puzzled. 

He will tell you quickly that he is no economist—but still “I can’t 
figure things out.” 

Here’s how he puts it: 

“My family needs many things badly. 

“If I had a job, I could buy them. And if I could buy them, that 
would give somebody else a job, because somebody would have to 
make them. 

“Do they expect me to build a plant to hire me? 

“Somebody has the money to do it, but it ain’t me.” 


In Ohio... 


Hardest on the Women 


Cleveland—The tortures of unemployment fall heaviest on the poorest 
paid levels of the economy—the women of industry. 

“When I’m working, I’m just barely living,” says Mrs. Marybelle 
Hathman. “When I'm not working, I know what it’s like to be in hell. 
Can somebody do something to find work for poor people like me?” 

Mother of three young children—S, 4 and 2'’2—Mrs. Hathman 
worked for nine years as a sorter at a woolen and waste mill in Cleve- 
land. The work was the best she could get, and wages were not high, 
but she stuck to it until the Tuesday before last Christmas. 

Then the blow fell. She was laid off, and the job of caring for her 
young ones had to be performed while she looked ceaselessly for a 
job that was always just out of her grasp. 

“They keep telling me they'll call me—when the weather gets better, 
when things pick up, when there’s a job in my line. But there never 
is.’ Her husband cannot work, and she’s the sole support of the 
family. 

How do they live? Soldiers and Sailors Relief pays the rent—$34 a 
month—the light bill and the gas bill. Food and a few clothes are 
paid for with an Ohio unemployment compensation check of $24 a 
week. 

When those checks stop coming the well will run dry for the Hath- 
mans, and thousands like them whose only hope will be county relief 
and a possibility of another job. 

Someone who did find a job, after months of looking, is Mrs. Lena 
Stallworth, comber at a rayon plant. 

“I'm still trying to recover,” says Mrs. Stallworth, only bread- 
winner in her family. “When you don’t have a job, you borrow from 
here and there and everywhere. Then you have to pay it back—and 
you don’t have enough for the grocer and the landlord.” 


In Illinois... 


‘One-of-a-Kind’ Jobs 


“Opportunity Abounds in Today’s Ads” is the claim of a front-page 
promotion for the Chicago Daily News classified section. 


And on the same page is “Can We Get Work? 160 Line Up and 


Wait. Steel Plant Openings Rumored.” 

While similar promotions on other days read “Check Our Ads for Job 
Openings” and “Need Jobs? Lots of Help Wanted,” stories on™ the 
inside tell of exhaustion of jobless pay and more workers in the unem- 
ployment compensation line. 

The ads offer $12,000 to $15,000 a year for’an industrial relations 
manager, $20,000 to a general sales manager and a sales engineer can 
nail down $12,000. 

But these are “the one-of-a-kind” jobs. There aren’t many applica- 
tions from the 141,438 men and women drawing unemployment com- 
pensation. 

Last week 160 men waited for word from the U.S. Steel South Works 
plant about being recalled. The company had not advertised for open- 
ings. No one had been recalled to work. But the weary band held a 
close vigil on the gate in hopes of any kind of job. 

They had been drawn there by large hopes and faint rumors. A 
former railroader, out of work for six months, would like to swap his 
idleness for a broom or mop. Another hopeful says he will take any 
kind of work. 

Some of them did get inside the gate—only to face more disap- 
pointment. A handful of skilled trades jobs were open. Most of the 


‘ men had no special skills. 


Many workers who have exhausted their unemployment compensa- 
tion benefits have turned to public relief for help. The Community 
Fund agencies are staggering under a new load ‘of calls for aid, but 
the funds to run them are depleted. The annual appeal fell short of 
its goal. Chicago labor is backing an emergency appeal to keep these 
agencies going. 


TOO MA 


In California... 
Shoes Worn Out Looking for Work 


Los Angeles—Rudolph “Lucky” Guadagno was given his nickname 
when he was in high school because “I had a lot of breaks-in sporis.” 

“Everything seemed to go just right. I managed to catch some hits 
which might have been homers—and things like that. People just 
started calling me Lucky,” he explained. 

It wasn’t all luck, though. Guadagno is as competent a maintenance 
carpenter as he was a ball player. He got his first job when he was 
16, and worked steadily since then—until Sept. 21, 1958. 

The 34-year-old Gaudagno and his wife have three children, with a 
fourth on the way. 

Suddenly, on that September day last year, Lucky found himself 
caught in a trap made by an anti-union law, and pulled tightly shut 
by economic circumstances which have resulted in joblessness for six 
out of every hundred workers in California. 

Lucky and 276 other members of the AFL-CIO Chemical Workers 
voted to strike Mastic Tile Co. in Long Beach when the firm refused 
to make any offer for a new contract. 

Almost immediately management began advertising for scab labor. 
Lucky was shocked to find that more than 1,800 applicants showed up 
to replace the strikers. “A lot of people must be awfully hungry,” he 
commented. 

Almost as quickly, the company petitioned the National Labor Re- 
lations Board for a decertification election, and the board ordered one 
in which Lucky and the other strikers could not vote. The scabs voted 
for management, and the union was out. 

“But we’re out of money. Those people (his creditors) want some. 
The new kid is due soon. You know, when I tell about it, it sounds 
like one of those old time movies. But my shoes do have holes in 
them from walking around looking for work. My car is broken, and 
I can’t get it fixed because it needs parts I can’t pay for. The children 
don’t have enough to eat.” 


In Missouri... 
Layoff Brings ‘Sick Feeling’ 


St. Louis—They handed Charlie Kluefer a slip of paper to sign when 
he picked up his pay envelope last Mar:20. 

It told him politely but abruptly that his services would no longer 
be required at Ford Motor Co.’s Mercury plant in outlying St. Louis 
County. 

Charlie, 46 and married, was a_night-shift maintenance worker at 
Ford. He had been there for nine years and three months. 

But these days the word around the plant is that you need seniority 
at least back to 1949 to hold on to your job. 

The notice wasn’t exactly a suprise to Charlie. 
grapevine rumbles that a new cutback was coming. 
But all the same, as he read and signed the paper, Charlie Kluefer 

got what he describes as a “sick feeling.” 

That night he—and some 300 of his fellow workers—became digits 
in the harsh statistic of unemployment. 

Some of the jobless—like Ford’s Charlie Kluefer—will draw addi- 
tional money under union contract provisions for supplementary unem- 
ployment benefits. 

SUB will give Charlie an additional $15 or $16 a week to help meet 
his rental payments and other bills. Even with this, he said, it looks 
like a “tough squeeze” ahead. ; 

And others are not so lucky, 


There had been 
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New Greeting: ‘Are You Working?’ 


Fall River—‘“It used to be when you met someone on the street the 
first thing they would say was ‘how are you.’ But now the first thing 
they say is ‘are you working?’ ” 

That was the way an unemployed worker summed up the impact 
of unemployment on the people here. “Jobs are the No. 1 topic on 
everybody’s mind,” said Joe Burns. 

Though not all of New England’s jobless Joes may be traced to the 
decline of its largest employer—the textilé industry—between February 
1951 and April 1958 there was a loss of 158,000 textile jobs in the 
six New England states, a decline of 55 percent. 

In New Bedford an unemployed textile worker said the Communist 
Party in New England is “in love with the current depression” and is 
attempting to use it as a recruitment lever. A favorite device of 
the commies is to go into homes impoverished by unemployment with 
a gratis grocery order and then berate “the free enterprise system,” 
he said. “If a man is hungry and discouraged he is more apt to 
be willing to listen to complaints about the system.”  . 

He added that when people are on “starvation diets” balancing the 
budget “doesn’t mean fiddlesticks.” 

According to social workers, labor leaders, and unemployed work- 
ers, New England's distressed areas are now experiencing a rising tide . 
or repossessions of automobiles, TV sets, and household appliances, on 
which the unemployed can no longer meet time payments. 

Likewise, they have been increasing incidents of utilities shutting 
off gas and electricity to enforce payment of back bills. Not gen- 
erally prevalent, but also on the rise, is a disposition on the part of 
two families sometimes but not invariably related—to share one flat 
and thus cut in half their rent, fucl and utility bills. 


In Wisconsin... 
Replaced by a Machine 


Milwaukee—Milwaukee, one of the nation’s major centers of heavy 
machinery manufacturing, has suffered crpelly from the current reces- 
sion, 

The layoffs began more than a year ago, and an economic crisis now 


faces thousands of area families as factories fail to call back many. 


who are unemployed. 

As a result of this heavy unemployment, relief rolls in Milwaukee 
have soared to new highs as more than 25,000 jobless workers tramp 
the streets futilely seeking any kind of employment. 

A typical case is that of Frank Kosgrove employed at a brewery 
for several years and laid off more than 11 months ago. Frank is mar- 
ried, has one small child, and another on the way, and his small un- 
employment compensation check has provided only a bare subsistence. 

Every morning Frank gets up at 7:00 and begins his weary trek of 
shops and plants in Milwaukee, and every night for 11 months he has 


- come home dejected, discouraged, and still without a job. . 


- Many of the unemployed are growing increasingly bitter as they 
find management has no use for their talents. 

‘As one unemployed Auto Worker put it, “I spent a long time learn- 
ing how to operate practically every machine in my department and 
I think I am as good a mechanic as the next man. Now I’m told that 
my job has disappeared because it can be done quicker and cheaper 
by automatic machinery. Not only am I without a job, but I’ve 
apparently wasted all those years in learning how to do something 
for which there is no longer any market,” 


pair an: 


In Pennsylvania... 


Kids’ Clothes Too Worn to Patch 


Harrisburg—Line up all of the nation’s unemployed and you'll find 
that every ninth one is a Pennsylvanian. 

The nation’s third largest’ state, with the greatest wealth in natural 
resources, contains 6 of the nation’s 11 “critical unemployment” areas 
—those which have 12 percent or greater joblessness. 

Only slightly more than half of the unemployed collect unem- 
ployment compensation. These people and their families linger in 
varying stages of poverty—relying on “relief,” dependent upon family 
assistance, loans and hand-outs. Their savings are depleted—insurance 
cancellations and lapses have been higher than usual. 

A school teacher in a Pennsylvania mining town, herself. only one 
of many such teachers working on despite “payless” paydays,. describes 
poignantly how the children of unemployed workers seem literally to 
be bursting out of clothing worn beyond the patching stage. 

‘The executive of a family service agency in another community says 
the merchants of this town are caught in the same economic traps as the 
unemployed themselves. 

The unemployed have the merchandise but can’t pay: the install- 
ments as they fall due. The merchants have the promissory notes, but 
can’t collect. He adds: 

“For the greatest part, they want to play ball with their customers 
who are in trouble because of unemployment, and in most cases they 
do.” Even though repossessions aren’t like they were during the “big 
depression,” nevertheless they have increased substantially. 

A doctor in another hard-hit community describes the effect of un- 
employment as it relates to unfilled accumulated health needs, good 
dental care, prolonged medical treatment for chronic illnesses and 
ailments, the prevention and early treatment of mental illness—a prob- 
lem difficult enough for the fully employed and middle classes, let 
alone the jobless. 


In New York... 


‘Recovery’ Reports Fall Flat 


New York—Newspaper reports of business recovery are no com- 
fort at all to the more than 203,000 families in this state where able- 
bodied, willing men and women, still jobless, have already exhausted all 
unemployment benefits. _ 

This state a year ago had six areas of major—more than 6 percent of 
the work force—unemployment. It still has six, but in every one of 
them the percentage of unemployment has increased. 

In January 525,000 applicants were certified as eligible for surplus 
food disbursement. About two-thirds of the recipients were persons 
and families receiving public relief, but the other third were non- 
welfare cases—pensioners and others whose own mears were insuffi- 
cient to provide the barest food diet. ‘ 

A sampling of the jobless survey showed a wide variety of individuals 
for whom tomorrow appeared to offer little more promise of a job and 
income than the seeming endless todays they had already experienced. 

There is the steelworker formerly employed in a Buffalo plant. 
During the depth of the recession 2,500 were laid off. The plant is 
again working at practically top capacity but several hundred have not 
been called back. It appears that they will not get a callback in the 
foreseeable future because economies in manpower have been put 
into effect that have wiped-out their jobs as effectively as if the plant 
had closed for them. 

Scores of workers from another Buffalo plant, shut down when 
the auto assembly operation was moved to another state, still apply 
at the state employment offices there, still check the want ads daily, | 
' but:come home each night with their faith a little less firm in free’ 
enterprise economy. 


In New Jersey... 
Aid to Idle Thwarted 


_ Newark—Herbert Hoover may have left the White House 26 years 
ago, but his echo is still being heard in New Jersey today. 

Faced with the demands for substantial increases in unemployment 
compensation benefits, businessmen’s groups-in the Garden State are 
paraphrasing Hoover’s immortal words about locating prosperity just 
around the approaching corner. 

The optimistic predictions about the end of the recession, of course, 
bear the label of the New Jersey Chamber of Commerce and Manufac- 
turers’ Association. It is a transparent maneuver, generated by the 
business groups, to thwart the campaign to raise the benefits and ex- 
tend duration of payments. 

In January 1959 New Jersey’s unemployment totals reached 221,- 
000, over 10 percent of the state’s labor force, and one of the 
highest monthly jobless totals since the end of World War H. 

One month later, the February jobless totals were the highest for 
any prior February since the end of the war. 

Throughout 1958 over 200,000 workers exhausted their regular and 
temporary benefits, while in January 1959, 20,000 were dropped from 
both the state and federal rolls. 

The unemployment situation shows no indication of easing ‘off. To 
the contrary, several large companies have shut dewn operations, toss- 
ing additional thousands on the jobless rolls. 

The Democratically-controlled Assembly has passed a measure to 
boost jobless benefits in two jumps, to a maximum weekly benefit equal 
to 60 percent of the state's average weekly wage in covered employ- 
ment, 

If enacted, the measure would extend duration to 39 weeks per- 
manently, and boost weekly benefits to $43 his year and $54 next year. 

However, the bill is now languishing in the Republican-dominated 
Senate, the burial grounds for virtually all progressive social legislation. 
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Social Service Agencies Strive 
To Safeguard Human Dignity 


The current -unemployment blockbuster is sav- 
agely ripping away at the health and welfare of 
the nation’s millions of jobless and their families and 
will be stopped only if more money and an all-out 
emphasis on preserving the dignity of the unem- 
ployed are forthcoming immediately. 

This is basically the situation as viewed by the 
AFL-ClO—Community Service Activities—labor’s 
working force in the social welfare field. 

Additional funds must be fast made available 
to governmental and voluntary welfare agencies 
if their unemployment relief programs are to con- 
tinue. The majority of voluntary agencies, even 
in normal times, are inadequately financed, un- 
derstaffed and hard-pressed to meet the demands 
for service. 


The present unemployment impact has given rise 
to a soaring increase in family problems and the need 
for skilled agencies to deal with them. The result 
is long and hopeless waiting lists of human beings 
desperately seeking family counselling and child 
care. 3 

A move is now under way also for greater recog- 
nition of the community’s responsibility to the un- 
employed person. This is seen as the only solution 
to the common problem confronting every social 
welfare group—how to help the jobless effectively 
and, at the same time, safeguard the dignity of 
the individual and his family. 

Latest reports paint a bleak and frustrating pic- 
ture of the effect of today’s unemployment on hu- 
man welfare. 


Rail Jobs at 20th Century Low: 


LONG LINES AT DETROIT UNEMPLOYMENT OFFICE 


- Many workers have exhausted their unemploy- 
ment benefits. Many more will shortly lose this 
form of compensation, At the outset, many found 
‘it difficult to survive even with these inadequate 
benefits. : ° aa 

In scores of communities, public welfare funds 
are virtually used up. In a like number, public wel- 
fare rolls are at their highest since the depression of 
the Thirties. : 

In promoting the establishment and expansion of 
surplus food programs, CSA has unearthed five mia- 
jor weaknesses which cry out for immediate correc- 
tion. : : : 

The need is evident that the federal government 
must act to release more surplus food, provide a 
greater variety of foods, liberalize eligibility re- 
quirements, make provisions for the mechanics 
of storage and distribution and utilize more vol- 
untary agencies or groups such as labor unions to 
help in the distribution. 

The problem of unemployed workers on the move 
in search of jobs.has been tackled by CSA at a 
special meeting with officials on the National Trav- 
elers Aid Society. Too often, the transient jobless 
find themselves in dire straits unable to get any form 
of assistance because of local and state residence re- 
quirements. In addition to combating these restric- 
tions, Travelers Aid is assisting the unemployed en 
route to other jobs. Cie 

Credit, mortgaged homes, installment buying—all 
these pose critical problems to the jobless. In this 
area, the need is to arrange credit extensions and 
the postponement of payments. 


Reward for Productivity Boost? 


Unemployment in the railroad industry, due to 
technological changes and changes in operating 
methods, reached high proportions even before the 
general recession began. The impact of the down- 
turn, heaped upon the hardships occasioned by the 
cutbacks within the industry, has caused much suf- 
fering for rail workers and their families. 2 

From a total of 1.2 million-jobs in -1953, the 
number had dropped to 1 million by 1956. It plum- 
meted further to 810,000 in January, 1959. 

Although railroad revenues have climbed back to 
highly profitable levels in recent months, as the up- 
turn in business brought big increases in freight car 
loadings, unemployment in the industry remained at 
the lowest point since the turn of the century. In 
January, more than 160,000 railroad workers were 
drawing unemployment benefits and over 40,000 
more exhausted all payments available to them under 
the Railroad Unemployment Insurance Act. 

But the figures considerably understate the total ~ 
problem. Thousands of rail workers ‘lost their 
jobs even before the recession, are no longer 
“qualified” for unemployment compensation, and 
therefore are not counted among the unemployed. 

Veteran employes with 10, 20 and even 30 years’ 
seniority have been displaced, in some cases for 
good, due to technological changes and unwise man- 
agement employment practices. 

Even when railroad traffic again reaches its peak, 
railroad unemployment cannot be expected to in- 
crease correspondingly. The productivity of railroad 
workers has soared at an unprecedented rate in re- 
cent years, and railroad magagement has not been 
sharing the added profits it gains from this increased 
efficiency, but instead is laying off workers as a* 
result of their unparalleled contribution. 


Because of the far-flung and nationwide location 
of railroad operations, unemployment is a pecu- 
liarly national problem, since railroad workers’ 
earnings represent an important source of income 
in every state and community. In the more remote 
areas, they provide the only source of revenue 
to sustain the community’s economic life. Hun- 
dreds of small railway points today are “distressed 
areas.” 


Periods of unemployment for railroad workers 
have been longer in the past year than in any other 
year since thé Railroad Unemployment Insurance 
Act was passed. Last year, 24 percent of those un- 
employed exhausted their benefits, and in the cur- 
rent year the rate of compensation exhaustions is 


_Tunning even higher. 


No record is kept of the uninsured days of un- 
employment which follow the exhaustion of benefits. 
Railroad workers received no extension of benefits 
when Congress voted a temporary extension of un- 
employment insurance for workers in other indus- 
tries. 

Due to the different nature of railroad work, dis- 
placed locomotive engineers, firémen, conductors, 
brakemen, railway clerks, telegraphers, signalmen 
and maintenance workers—who are all highly skilled 
craftsmen—cannot carry their special training into 
comparable jobs in other industries. Their problem 
of unemployment is further magnified by the fact 
that many 6f them work in towns which have no 
other industries but the railroad. Abolition of a job 
in such locations means that a worker must abandon 
his home and move elsewhere to maintain a source 
of income. 


Health, Welfare of Jobless in J eopardy 


z 


SACK OF DAY-OLD BREAD FOR FATHER OF EIGHT 
Men of 35 Told: 


‘Sorry, You’re Too Old’ 


Cincinnati—When Bill Drahman became a father 15 months ago 
it was a happy occasion—it would have been happier if he hadn’t lost 
his job two months before. 

Bill, a skilled drill press operator, has the same trouble that many 
other workers in the Queen City have; they are just “too old.” 

Yet, he is only 54 and has many useful years left in the shop, years 
that would be fruitful years because of his invaluable experience, much 
of it gained over the past 18 years at the Auto-Lite Co. here. 

When Auto-Lite sold one of its two local plants 17 months ago 
and Bill was laid off, he didn’t worry too much. After all, he told 
his wife, Ruth, Cincinnati is one of the centers of the machine-tool : 
industry and “there must be many. jobs for men like me.” 

But, there weren’t. i : : 

There weren’t any jobs for Bill because he was “too old” at 54 and 
his years of craftsmanship meant not a thing. His wife, a secretary and 
now the family breadwinner, says wonderingly, “they wouldn’t even take 
his name.” 7 

It is difficult for her to think of him as “too old,” but even -more 
puzzled are the wives of men of 35 and 36 years of age who worked 


with Bill also who get the same refrain when they go looking for a. 


job: “Sorry, you’re too old.” 


“When you're past 35,” says one, “they look at you like you was. 


all shot.” He reports that a few men in their early 30s have managed 
to get work only by taking any kind of job so that they can keep going. 

But, not only the skilled have been hit in Cincinnati. Hardest hit 
as a group are the unskilled who came up out of the farms and the 
mountains of the South during the years of .prosperity, taking the 
fringe jobs, the jobs: at the bottom of the heap. : 

Most of them are like the thin, uncertain young man in the blue 
jeans, and the others like him, who stand warming themselves in the 
early spring sun on a street corner. 

They call him, “J. C.,” and that is all the name he will give 
you, and he’ll tell you that he came to Cincinnati from the backwoods 
of Kentucky because “there weren’t nothing to do there.” 

Now, after a series of small jobs in restaurants and laundries and 
parking lots, he finds that there is “nothing to do” here, either. 


Hope Takes a Beating: 


How It Feels to Be Idle 


St. Paul—What does losing your job do to you?. 

If you’re relatively lucky, you tighten your belt for three months or 
six, till you get your job back. Your wife cuts down on the grocery 
bill. The kids do without some of the things they need. 

You succeed in getting some kind of extension on the house pay- 
ments, or persuade the landlord to take a chance on your making up 
the balance’ of the rent when you're called back to work. 

But everyone isn’t “lucky.” ‘ 

You might be a guy named Mike, living in St. Paul, who has lost 
the house he was buying because he couldn’t keep up the payments 
on the mortgage. Mike lost his job early in 1958. 

His unemployment benefits ran out long ago, and he’s on relief. with 
his ‘wife and seven kids. Mike hasn't quit trying, but his feeling of 
hope has taken an awful beating. 

Take Walter. He lost his job with the railroad last year. His unem- 
ployment benefits have run out. 
children although Walter manages to get in from eight to 12 hours 
work a week at $1.50 an hour. 

That doesn’t begin to meet the needs, but Walter isn’t eligible for 
relief. Why? Because he was offered a railroad job in Milwaukee, — 
but couldn’t afford to move the family down there. : 

The family rent is $80 a month, and the landlord is threatening to 
evict, although no formal eviction notice has yet been served. But 
Walter and his wife live with that threat hanging over their heads. — 


That’s rough on his wife and nine 
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AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C., SATURDAY, APRIL 11, 1959 


The Jobless Speak 


LACID, COMPLACENT WASHINGTON, where unemploy- 
P ment is another statistic ground out in the government’s nurh- 
per mills and full employment is frowned on as a threat to (price 
stability, got a sharp taste of reality on Apr. 8. a. 


Over 7,000 workers, poured into. the city by. special train, char- 


tered bus or auto caravans and seriously tackled the job of stirring | 4 


Congress and the Administration to action to deal effectively ‘and 
quickly with the misery, want and despair of the millions of jobless. 


There were no demonstrations, no marches, no high jinks; 
just thousands of worried workers who filled the National Guard 
armory to overflowing and sat and listened to reports on the 
“hitter face of unemployment,” on its scope and what to do 
about it. , 


They heard spokesmen for the Administration and for both major 
political parties, treated them respectfully and heard them out. 


There were no jeers, no boos, only concern for arriving at solutions | } 
Si . 4° ° i ea ‘ . Kas 
to the insidious illness than can bring an economy to its knees— |}: 


mass unemployment. 


A SHARP CONTRAST was shown as delegates to the unem- 
ployment conference moved in and out of the city while other 
thousands were arriving for the capital’s famous annual cherry 
blossom festival. Few AFL-CIO delegates had time for the capi- 
tal’s top springtime attraction—the jobless went back home to re- 
new the search for hard-to-find jobs and the employed went back 
to their unions to launch a series of local unemployment conferences 
and alert the nation. 


To. the millions of unemployed throughout the nation, the 
statistics, the. stories of despair and misery and suffering were 
not new. They themselves are the statistics; they are experienc- 
ing the frustrations and wants of joblessness. 


But there is a new note of awareness in Washington and through- 
out the country as a result of the conference—an awareness that 
the problem of unemployment does exist and not merely in terms 
of statistics. 


IT IS THE JOB of the labor movement waging the fight for all 
the unemployed workers in America—including those who are not 
union members and have no one else to turn to for help—to see 
that this new awareness, this new note of concern is not dissipated. 

In every city and town, in every union hall, the campaign to win 
positive action on the AFL-CIO program to Get America Back to 
Work must be launched immediately—letters to congressmen and 
senators, resolutions by town and city governing bodies and state 
legislatures, local “Meet the Unemployed” meetings, wide mobiliza- 
tion of community support that will bring full employment and full 
prosperity to the nation. 


The unemployment conference has achieved an important 
breakthrough in focusing national attention on the continuing 
and chronic high unemployment that has gripped America for 
the past year or more, ; 


No one can now look at the cold statistics on unemployment 
without seeing emerge from them the faces of.men and women in 
desperate search of jobs. This new awareness which has punctured 
Washington’s complacency presents an opportunity which must not 
be lost. 
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By Willard Shelton 

FTER AN ABORTIVE EFFORT to throw their 
. weight around, the Republican Old Guardsmen 
in Congress abandoned their effort to tell Pres. 
Eisenhower that he couldn’t have Sen. Thruston 
Morton of Kentucky as new chairman of the Re- 
publican National Committee. vet 
The Old Guard leaders of the two GOP campaign 
committees—Rep. Richard M. Simpson of Penn- 
sylvania for the House and Sen. Barry Goldwater 
of Arizona for the Senate—claimed, all along, that 
they opposed Morton merely because they thought 
the National Committee should have a “full-time” 
chairman, but their obvious real objection was that 
they doubted their ability to control the Kentucky 
senator. as the Old Guard had controlled the de- 
parted Meade Alcorn. ° 

Goldwater made his position clear when he de- 

plored Alcorn’s sudden resignation, which appar- 
ently was as surprising to Alcorn as to others, and 
complained that the White House had imposed 
“shackles” on the chairman. 

Actually, Alcorn looked to outsiders to be con- 
trolled solely by the Old Guard. He had waged the 
1958 GOP campaign against “labor” and “radical- 
ism.” He in effect presided at the White House cam- 
paign meeting from which a fire-and-sword statement 
was issued, and he appeared to suffer. no “shackles” 
in arranging for the President himself to call for the 
“fumigation” of unions. 

It is also difficult to understand what part of Sen. 
Morton’s voting record and reputed political alliances 
made him disagreeable to Simpson and Goldwater. 


MORTON IS PERSONALLY attractive and well- 
spoken, an enlightened Republican in the field of 
foreign policy, and like some other GOP “moderns” 
shows a developing awareness on civil rights—not 
a difficult thing for a Border State senator. But on 
economic, labor and welfare issues he is not a serious 
liberal. | 

He declined to join the Republican Senate lib- 
erals who fought early this year to upset the tight 
control of GOP policy by Sen. Styles Bridges 
(N. H.) and Sen. Everett McKinley Dirksen (lIIl.), 


"| He voted for his Kentucky colleague Sen. John Sher- 


man Cooper for the floor leadership, but not because 


he opposed Dirksen and only as an announced cour- 


tesy. : 

In three terms in the House, he voted wrong 
on every test on the Taft-Hartley Act and its re- 
peal.. He voted against a 1952 resolution slugging 
the Steelworkers and Pres. Truman by demanding 
that Truman use a totally unnecessary T-H_ in- 
junction against the union, but he voted for a 
right-wing GOP bill to remove 1 million marginal 
workers from the protection of the wage-hour law. | 


He voted for a “rider” to a social security bill to 
kill federal supervision of the administration of un- 
employment compensation laws and to permit states 
to force the jobless to work as strikebreakers or be 


dropped from the compensation rolls. 


It's Your Washington 


IN TWO YEARS IN THE SENATE his record 
has been somewhat better; this is a change that 
occurs frequently when a House member goes to 
the Senate. But economically he is still no liberal. 

He voted to protect the Kennedy-Ives labor-man- 
agement bill from amendments to knock out pre- 
hire union shop agreements in the building trades 
and to compel union secret ballots before strikes. 
He voted to add a Davis-Bacon prevailing wage clause 
to a local public works bill and also supported a 
middle-of-the-road liberalization of Eisenhower's 
temporary jobless benefit bill. He voted for the de-_ 
pressed areas bill, which would benefit some sections 
of his state. 

On the other hand, he supported a Knowland 
amendment to the Kennedy-Ives bill to disrupt un- 
ions by inviting repeated referendums. He voted 
against a federal standards amendment to the job- 
less compensation bill. He voted against an 
‘amendment to iricrease public assistance grants. 

He opposed a high federal dam at Hells Canyon, 
he voted to hike interest rates on local public works 
and also supported a “‘tight-money” move to increase 
interest rates On guaranteed housing loans. 


HE VOTED AGAINST a motion to increase pub- 
lic housing beyond the 35,000 units ‘the President 


-recommended and voted to reduce federal grants 


for slum clearance and urban renewal. 

He voted in favor of an amendment that would 
have totally excluded employer-controlled welfare 
and pension plans—in which scandals have occurred 
—from the necessity of reporting their operations to 
the Labor Dept. 

The picture which emerges is that of a decent con- 
servative—but a conservative, highly respectful of 
banking and business and private utility interests, and 
by no means so sensitive to labor’s needs and the 
general welfare. 
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A NEW HEALTH PROGRAM now protects Washington, D. C., transit workers and their fami- 
lies as the Union-Management Health Center is dedicated by AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany. Mem- 
bers of Div. 689, Street & Electric Railway Employes, get the comprehensive medical care benefits 
of Washington’s cooperative Group Health Association through their union contract with the D. C. 
Transit System. Seated fourth from left on the platform is Div. Pres. Walter J. Bierwagen. 


CLC Seeks $1 Million 
For Striking Loggers 


Ottawa, Ont.—The Canadian Labor Congress has launched a 
campaign to collect $1 from each of its 1.1 million members by 
May 31 to help striking Woodworkers in Newfoundland fight back 
against the effort of Premier Joseph Smallwood and his anti-labor 
government to drive their union out of the province. 


A top-level committee headed oF 


by Pres. Claude Jodoin and com- 
posed of the full roster of CLC 
national officers is in charge of the 
drive, which organized labor in 
Canada recognizes as a key weapon 
in its counterattack against the as- 
sault of the Newfoundland provin- 
cial government on the legal and 
civil liberties of workers. 


Meantime, the Anglo-Newfound- 
land Development Co., where the 
strike of loggers started in protest 
against a wage scale of $1.05 ‘an 
hour, a 60-hour week and primi- 
tive conditions in the woods camps, 
announced it had signed a contract 
with the government - sponsored 
company union Smallwood set up 
to replace the IWA. 


A similar announcement was ex- 
pected from the Bowater Corp., 
where about 4,500 loggers walked 
out. 


Smallwood’s union, the 
Brotherhood of Newfoundland 
-Woodworkers, was set up with 


the avowed purpose of replacing 
the IWA and signing contracts 
with the employers. It is headed 
by Max Lane, a member of the 
provincial House of Assembly 
and a é Smallwood political 
henchman. 


Formation of the BNW supple- 
mented a vicious anti-union pro- 
gram approved by the Smallwood- 
dominated legislature which among 
other things rescinded the legal 
certification the IWA had been 
granted under the law. 

Amendments to the provincial 
Labor Relations Act permit the 
decertification of any union whose 
officers or representatives, outside 
the province, have been convicted 
of what Smallwood regards as 
“heinous” crimes. 


The strikers’ picket lines are 
spread over 250 miles of road and 
trail swept by icy winds from the 
North Atlantic and blocked during 
the winter by snow drifts up to 8 
feet deep. 


IUE Charges 
Censorship by 
3 TV Stations 


The Electrical, Radio & Ma- 
chine Workers have charged five 
television stations with “arbitrary 
censorship” and asked the Federal 
Communications Commission to 
force them to abide by an agree- 
ment to sell time for a 30-minute 
program exposing the human hard- 
ships of the electrical manufactur- 


ing industry’s “decentralization” 
policies. 
Twenty-one television stations 


carried the program, IUE Pres. 
James E. Carey told FCC Chair- 
man John C. Doerfer, but Stations 
WMAR-TV in Baltimore, WABC- 
TV, New York; WTOL-TV, To- 
ledo, O., and WLWD-TV, Dayton, 
O., cancelled their agreements on 
the grounds the program was “too 
controversial” or “objectionable.” 

Station WLWA, Atlanta, Ga., 
failed to show the program with- 
out advance notice to the union, 
an IVE spokesman said. 

The television program, entitled 
Help Wanted, included interviews 
with former General Electric Co. 
employes thrown out of their jobs 
when the Bloomfield, N. J., plant 
closed, and interviews with work- 
ers in other cities laid off because 
of transfers of work. 


Meany Outlines Guide for Meeting 


Soviet Union’s Economic Challenge 


Chicago—Four “guiding lines” to help America meet Russia’s economic challenge and its politi- 
-cal implications were drawn by AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany for the National Military-Industrial 


Conference at its meeting here. 


At the same time he warned against trying to develop inflexible “blueprints” to meet “the gravest 
menace of our age,” pointing out that the Soviet Union’s threat is “complex.” 


Meany was unable to attend the®— 


meeting here because of the AFL- 
CIO Unemployment Conference 
in Washington, and his speech was 
given by transcription. 

His guide lines were: 

1.°The U.S. should develop a 
well-rounded program of economic 
growth. 

“We can and should increase the 
growth of our production with a 
view of simultaneously raising our 
levels of consumption and stand- 
ard of living,” he said. “We must 
make America again the indisput- 
able model of economic efficiency 
and prosperity. This means Amer- 
ican leadership in every phase of 
scientific, technical and economic 
achievement. The best minds of 
our country should be utilized to 
overcome the unemployment—par- 
ticularly technological unemploy- 
ment due to automation—plaguing 
our economy during a period of 
recovery from recession.” 

2. Foreign aid programs should 
be improved and expanded, and 
"put on a two-year instead of an 


annual basis. 

“This would remove much of 
the uncertainty surrounding our 
country’s present mutual security 
and overseas aid program,” Meany 
said. “The Development Loan 
Fund and the Export-Import Bank 
can and should play an expanding 
role in our nation’s stepped-up ef- 
fort to meet the Soviet economic 
challenge. Our economic and 
technical assistance should be in- 
creasingly accompanied by efforts 
to encourage the development of 


voluntary organizations in the 
countries we help.” 

3. “Our government, founda- 
tions, churches, universities and 


other voluntary organizations 
should coordinate and expand 
their efforts to increase substan- 
tially the number of scholarships 
available to students, especially 
from economically underdeveloped 
countries. 

4. The United States should 
take the lead in organizing a free 


world prosperity conference. 


“This conference should de- 
vise measures to stabilize basic 
commodity and raw material 
prices,’ Meany said; “reduce 
gradually and systematically the 
barriers to expanding trade be- 
tween the free nations; raise 
their living standards; increase 
productivity and purchasing 
power within each free country, 
and establish a substantial in- 
ternational consumers’ credit 
fund.” | 

Meany strongly opposed giving 
the Moscow-Peiping axis credits, 
and urged the free world to stop 
trying to expand its trade with the 
Communist bloc. 

He noted that Soviet industrial 
production is increasing at a higher 
rate than that of this country, and 
that Russia has grown into the 
world’s second industrial power. 

“Should Communist Russia ever 
equal or exceed United States pro- 
ductive capacity,’ he warned, 
“this phase of the Soviet threat 
would become even more serious.” 


Under D. C. Union Cemrpait: 
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Transit Workers __ 


Join Medical Co- Op 


_ By Dave Perlman 

Three thousand Washington, D. C., area transit workers ang 
their families have become members of the city’s Group Health 
Association—one of the nation’s pioneering medical cooperatives— 
as an outgrowth of a collective bargaining agreement between Diy, 
1| 689, Street & Electric Railway Employes, and the D. C. Trang 


System. 

The transit workers turned to the 
22-year-old Group Health Associa- 
tion in search of a comprehensive 
program of prepaid medical care 
through their union, instead of the 
“halfway” measures of hospital 
and surgical insurance. 

To enable GHA to expand its 
facilities to serve a membership 
which has grown 40 percent in a 
single jump, the D. C. Transit 
Workers Welfare Fund has built a 
modern $250,000 suburban medi- 
cal center to supplement the health 
cooperative’s facilities. 

The new Labor-Management 
Health Center was dedicated by 
AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
at ceremonies attended by more 
than 500 transit workers and 
community leaders. 

The new center includes labora- 

tory, x-ray and physical therapy 
facilities. GHA’s staff of physi- 
cians, including pediatricians, spe- 
cialists and surgeons, will be avail- 
able at both centers for complete 
medical treatment and consultation, 
with a strong emphasis on preven- 
tive medical care. 
Walter J. Bierwagen, president 
of the local transit union, said that 
agreement to go beyond the usual 
hospitalization insurance was 
reached during 1956 negotiations— 
the first with O. Roy Chalk, then 
the new owner of the District of 
Columbia transit system. 

After exploring various alterna- 
tives, including establishment of a 
separate medical center, the union 
and management trustees of the 
jointly-administered welfare fund 
decided the existing community 
services of GHA provided more 
comprehensive coverage than any. 
other program that Could be under- 
taken. 


The AFL-CIO Social Security 
Dept., Bierwagen said, helped 
work out the formula for bring- 
ing the union members into 
GHA and helping GHA expand 
its facilities. 

Meany, in dedicating the center, 
declared the comprehensive health 
protection made available to D. C. 
Transit employes through collec- 
tive bargaining demonstrated “to 
working people everywhere that 
through union action they can 
build, with each other and with 
the rest of the community, for a 
better and more productive life.” 


Paying tribute to the union lead- 
ership and the “enlightened man- 
agement” of the company, Meany 
then turned to the physicians pres- 
ent, some of whom had braved the 


wrath of the American Medicai 
Association to help start Group 
Health in 1937, an said: 
’ “You are the ones who know 
best that good medicine requires 
a careful choice of doctors, that 
modern medical care demands 
close teamwork among generaj 
practitioners and specialists, that 
financial barriers to needed care 
must be eliminated so that the 
condition of your patients 
health rather than the condition 
of his pocketbook shall deter. 9 
mine the care he receives. , , 9" 
We of labor respect your cour. 
age and your integrity, and ‘we 
are deeply grateful to you.” 
Chalk spoke of the joint health 
program as “a symbol of America 
—management and labor work 
ing together for better health for 
children, families and the country,” 


Store Union 
Wins $5 Hike 


From Macy’s 


New York—A _ $5 across-the 
board general pay increase, cox 
pled with a hike in the minimum 
wage to $1.25 an hour, highlight 
a new two-year contract won by 
8,500 trade unionists at Macys 
Department Store. 

The contract, negotiated by 
Local 1-S of the Retail, Wholesale 
& Dept. Store Union, was ratified 
by an overwhelming vote of 7,000 
members who overflowed the huge 
auditorium in Manhattan Center, 

Local 1-S Pres. Sam Kovenet- 
sky said the gain in the minimum? 
wage—which will go from $42 to’ 
$46 a week immediately and to 
$50 after six months—coming 

“in an. industry that has been 


positio! 
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throughout all industry.” 


The contract, retroactive to Feb 
1, calls for a $3 general wage it 
crease the first year and $2 th 
second, plus a $50,000 fund 
overcome wage inequities. Th 
pact also makes severance pif 
available after five years, instead 
of 10.years as in the previous Com" 
tract. 

The grievance and arbitratiot 
machinery was improved, making i 
possible for the union to challengt 
and take to arbitration changes if 


job specifications, ounty 


. 


eB 
BY OVERWHELMING SHOW of hands, members of Local 1% 
Retail, Wholesale & Department Store Union in New York rati 
two-year contract with Macy’s calling for $1.25-an-hour minimul 
wage and a $5-a-week general wage increase. 
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WLRB Fasbs Away from Ban 


On Boycotts and Picketing 


The National Labor Relations Board has backed away slightly from earlier rulings barring a union 
om picketing or boycotting a firm after it has lost a representation election, 

The NLRB’s interpretation of the Taft-Hartley Act has twice been rebuffed in federal appellate 
ourts—in the original Curtis Bros. case ard later in. the Alloy Manufacturing case. 
‘Beal, filed by the Rubber Workers in the O’Sullivan case, is pending in the Fourth Circuit Court 


-A third ap- 


4 Appeals in Richmond, Va. 
The board’s retreat came in a 
involving Radio Broadcast 
echnicians Local 1264 of the Intl. 
notherhood of Electrical Workers 
da Mobile, Ala., television sta- 


The NLRB held that picketing 


thay ped boycotting of Station WKRG- 
care MY Was not an “unfair labor prac- 
the ice” because the union was not 
“at's veking to force recognition but 
tion attempting only to preserve 
atere pption standards at other television 


wations in the area. 

John H. Eanning, NLRB 
member who has consistently op- 
posed application of the Curtis 
doctrine, agreed with the board’s 
finding—but not with the reason- 
Bing which led other members to 
exonerate the IBEW of the “un- 
fair labor practice” charge. Fan- 
ning stood by his earlier opinion 
that the Taft-Hartley Act does 
not prohibit “picketing by a mi- 
nority union for recognition.” 
IBEW Pres. Gordon M. Free- 
man welcomed the board’s decision 
a “partial withdrawal” from the 
urtis and Alloy doctrines. He 
mphasized, however, that the un- 
on would have preferred to have 
md the NLRB adopt Fanning’s 
sition and completely reverse its 
alier ruling. 

The case reached the board in 
he following manner: 

The IBEW Jocal for years repre- 
ented the station’s engineer-tech- 
bicians under a contract providing 
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Auto Locals 
n Louisville: 


id to e 
at Help Miners 
been 
ated @ Louisville, Ky.—Three locals of 
me is @he Auto Workers have played a 
ng of @major role in raising funds to pay 
wage Mhe cost of shipping free cabbages 
tom donors in* Texas to jobless 
o Femtiners in Kentucky’s “Bloody” 
ge it arlan County. 
52 the The cabbages—two carloads of 
ind Wihem—were offered by the Texas 
TheMPitrus & Vegetable Growers As- 
e piy@ociation through Rep. John Kil- 
insteadiiBore (D-Tex.). The Loujsville & 
18 COMMNashville Railroad agreed to pay 
_ BB the cost of moving them over 
tratios lines to Kentucky from New 
king #@#rleans, Memphis or St. Louis, but 
allenge@#te Missouri Pacific Railroad re- 
ges Maected the request of a Harlan 
ounty church relief group to trans- 
rt the gift to an L&N junction 
Point, 
The Louisville Courier-Journal 
ised funds to pay for the ship- 
ing and UAW Locals 817, 862 
tid 1336 actively joined. Many of 
he miners, jobless because of slack 
mand for coal and a strike that 
latted when the operators tried to 
ut down hard-won union gains, 
members of the Mine Workers, 
ich gave major aid to the UAW 
Nils early days, ~ 
CORRECTION 
The Box Score of the 86th Con- 
ps which appeared in the Mar. 
wissue of the AFL-CIO News 
Pitained an error in the listing on 
d pensions and unemploy- 
rent compensation.. -The AFL- 
5, 10 Supports the Harris-Bennett 
al PB, H.-R. 1012, and the rail 


mions have asked the House to 
iistitute this for H. R. 5610, the 


ill reported by the Commerce 
Be Mmittce, 


that only such techniciafis could 
man radio control boards. Follow- 
ing a change in management in 
July 1957, the new owners de- 
manded modification of the con- 
tract to allow announcer-techni- 
cians to run the controls. When 
the union refused, both sides ter- 
minated the contract on its expira- 
tion date. 

At a company-requested NLRB 
election, station employes voted 2- 
to-1 against Local 1264 as their 
bargaining representative. 

The union subsequently picketed 
the station, sent letters to adver- 
tisers urging them to advertise on 
other stations with union contracts, 
placed on an “unfair” list the com- 
panies advertising on WKRG-TV, 
and distributed literature branding 
the station, as “non-union,” an 
NLRB examiner found. 


The union denied the picketing 


of all men. 


Relations Award of Hotel & Res- 
taurant Employes Local 6 of New 
York City. 

East does all of the writing for 
his weekly paper of four pages and 
his wife does the art work. He is 
given to bluntly telling the neigh- 
bors of his native state that it is 
time for them to rejoin the United 
States. As he puts it, what now 
happens is that “the Lord and the 
Constitution of the United States 
giveth and the Legislature of Miss- 
issippi taketh away.” 

Receiving the $500 Award from 
the chairman of the Local 6 Civil 
Rights Committee, Betty Bentz, 
East outlined the way he operates 
as an editor in his state. 

He said he has the only news- 
paper in the world with an un- 
listed telephone number, and 
acknowledged that it has no sub- 


| es 


$500 award. 


and boycotting were designed to 
force recognition and a contract. 
Instead, it said that.it acted out of 
the fear that WKRG’s non-union 
operation would create pressure 
from competing stations to lower 
the local level of working condi- 
tions. — 

The labor board concurred 
with NLRB Trial Examiner Wil- 
liam F. Scharnikow, who held 
that the union’s “sole object and 
motive . . . was to protect its: 
bargaining position with these 
competing union stations by in- 
creasing their advertising reve- 
nues through a transfer of 
WKRG’s advertising . . .” 

In the Curtis case, the NLRB 
held that employes of the Wash- 
ington, D. C., firm—some of whom 
had been hired to replace strik- 
ers—were illegally “coerced” by 
the picketing. 


Mississippi Editor Gets 
Race Relations Award 


New York—A courageous Mississippi newspaper editor whose 
whip-lash humor has flayed the Southern racists was honored here 
by 27,000 hotel workers for his continuing fight for the equal rights 


P. D. East, editor and publisher of the Petal Paper, Petal, Miss., 


received the sixth annwal Better’ 


scriptions or advertising in the 
town in which it is published. He 
characterized the area as the 
“Magnolia Jungle,” one which 
encompasses 47,716 square miles 
and extends from the Tennessee 
line to the Gulf of Mexico. 

He told the union’s 10th con- 
vention that “as individual Ameri- 
can citizens, we have the hope and 
the right to reach upward and 
pluck the tail feathers of the angels. 
As I see it, the time has long since 
passed that we begin to see some 
feathers fly.” 

Guest speakers included Roy 
Wilkins, executive secretary of the 
NAACP, and two previous winners, 
Dr. Isadore Wexler, principal of 
the Winchester School, New Haven, 
Conn., and Mrs. Edna Merson for 
the Committee for Civil Rights, 


Manhattan. 


A MISSISSIPPI EDITOR and publisher, P. D. East of the Petal 
Paper, Petal, Miss., was the winner of the 6th annual Better Rela- 
tions Award of Hotel & Restaurant Employes Local 6, of New 
York. East, who is accustomed to telling his neighbors that it’s 
time they rejoined the United States, is shown with Chairman Betty 
Bentz of the local’s Civil Rights Committee, who presented the 


Schoemann 


ceremony here. 


GREEN-MURRAY AWARD, highest citation of Fraternal Order | 
of Eagles, was given Pres. Peter T. Schoemann (second from right) 
of the Plumbers & Pipe Fitters, with FOE Vice Pres. Phillip Bigley 
(second from left) making the presentation at a ceremony in Mil- 
waukee. Pres. James A. Suffridge (left) of the Retail Clerks was 
the main speaker, and Judge Robert W. Hansen (right) presided. 


Given FOE 


Green-Murray Award 


Milwaukee, Wis.—The Green-Murray Award of the Fraternal 
Order of Eagles, the organization’s highest citation, was presented 
to Pres. Peter T. Schoemann of the Plumbers & Pipe Fitters at a 


* The honor, presented by Phillip Bigley, FOE vice president, was | 


in recognition of Schoemann’s out- 
standing service to his union, the 
community and the nation. 

Pres. James A. Suffridge of the 
Retail Clerks, the principal speaker, 
said Schoemann has won in Wash- 
ington the same “respect and ad- 
miration” accorded him in _ his 
home town of Milwaukee, and pre- 
dicted increasing prestige and rec- 
ognition for him. 

“The Eagles are not paying trib- 
ute to ong, individual, ” Schoemann 
responded. “Instead, they are pay- 
ing tribute tho literally hundreds 
of thousands of honest, decent, 
hard-hitting, self-sacrificing men 
and women who have dedicated 
their lives’ and fortunes to creating 
a better world. 

“This, then, is the full mean- 
ing of your award. When you 
bestow. it upon me, you are look- 
ing at the labor movement as a 


great, continuing, living, breath- 


elected last November. 


sing organization. I serve in the 
present to represent the shining 
deeds of those who have gone 
before me and the shining hopes 
of those who pin. their faith on 
trade unionism as the one great 
material ‘strength of workers in. 
a free world.” 

Other speakers were Mayor 
Frank P. Zeidler of Milwaukee; 
Acting Chairman John Doyne of 
the Milwaukee County Board; 
Christ Seraphim of Gov. Gaylord 
A. Nelson’s ‘staff; Rep. Clement J. 
Zablocki (D-Wis.); AFL-CIO Leg- 
islative Dir. Andrew J. Biemiller 
and Sec.-Treas. Frank Bonadio of 
the AFL-CIO Building & Construc- 
tion Trades Dept. 

Previous recipients of the Green- 
Murray award have been Pres. 
William McFetridge of the Build- 
ing Service Employes and Pres. 
A. J. Hayes of the Machinists. 


Southern Labor Shows 
New Interest in Politics 


Political prophets who would like to make a name for them- 
selves should keep an eye on the South, where labor is showing 
intense interest in political action—and in performance ” Officials 


That was the summation of the first of the 1959 series of COPE 


Dir. James L. McDevitt upon his 
return to Washington for a breather 
before taking off on the second 
series. 

Held annually, the COPE area 
conferences this year have been 
scheduled to bring them even 
closer to the grass roots. Instead 
of the usual eight or nine confer- 
ences, COPE staffers are holding 
20 sessions across the country. 

McDevitt’s prediction of things 
to come in the South was-based in- 
part on the turnout at conferences 


*|held in Huntington, W. Va.; Ra- 
‘lleigh, N. C.; 


Jacksonville, Fla.; 
Baton Rouge, La.; and Memphis, 
Tenn. , 

“We were expecting groups of 
between 150 and 175,” he said. 
“Instead we had turnouts of over 
300 in every instance and in 
Louisiana more than 400 at- 
tended. 


“It was particularly heartening to 
me to see the attention and en- 
thusiasm displayed at these meet- 
ings. I’ve never seen anything like 
it in the South before and I be- 


lieve it holds more promise of ef- 


area conferences by National COPE®— 


fective action in those states than 
at any time in recent years.” 

In each instance women consti- 
tuted from one-third to’ half of the 
delegates. Many wore the COPE 
pin denoting 100 hours of volun- 
teer work in the political education 
program of the AFL-CIO. 

“The issues in the southern 
states are the same issues that 
concern people in the rest of the 
country,” McDevitt noted. 

“They’re patient now but unless 
they get something from this Con- 
gress they’re not going to be so pa- 
tient next election time. That’s not 
a threat. That’s a simple statement 
of fact.” 

The second s¢@ries of confer- 
ences, which started Apr. 4 in 
Phoenix, Ariz., will include San 
Diego, Calif.; Salt Lake City, 
Utah; Cedar Rapids, Ia; and 
Kansas City, Mo. 

A third swing will take in Spring- 
field, Ill.; Cleveland, O.; South 
Bend, Ind.;*and Providence, R. L 
The concluding sessions cover New 
England and the Pacific Northwest 
with the final conference scheduled 
for Seattle, Wash., at the end of 
June, 
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Eisenhower Hostile © 


By. Gene Zack _ 


TrtT. 


— +eeret 


rat 


The Eisenhower Administration formally registred ty houtry 


to minimum federal standards on 


the amount and durat 


employment compensation benefits as full-scale sotat og eed ! 
on proposals to modernize the jobless insurance progra 


Labor Sec. James P. Mitchell, 


invited as leadoff watness. before4 


the House Ways and Means Com-‘ 
mittee, reported “a personal ap- 
pointment out of town” and sent 
Under-Sec. James T. O'Connell to 
speak for the Administration. 

AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
was scheduled to. testify Apr. 10 
to detail organized labor’s support 
of the Karsten-Machrowicz bill 
which would: 

@ Peg benefits at 50 percent of 
the worker’s average wage Or two- 
thirds of the state’s average wage, 

‘ whichever is lower. 


2 


@ Make benefits available for 2 al 


flat 39-week period. 


@ Provide coverage for all 
workers in firms with one or more 
employes. 


O'Connell declared the Admin- 
istration’s opposition to the first 
two standards, saying that such 
federal action is “neither desirable 
nor necessary.” He contended 
that, under prodding by Pres. 
Eisenhower since 1954, the states 
have shown “an increased aware- 
ness of their responsibility” on’ 
benefit amounts and duration. 

(An AFL-CIO News survey, 
published in the Apr. 4 issue, 
showed that not a single state 
legislature had brought its own 
program up to modest levels 
recommended by the President.) 


O'Connell asked that permanent 
improvement in the federal-state 
jobless assistance program be lim- 
ited to: 

@ Broadening of coverage to 
include 3.2 million employes of 
small firms and non-profit agen- 
cies. 

@ Increasing the tax base so 
that employers would be taxed on 
the first $4,200 of a worker’s earn- 


Canadair IAM Wins 
Raise, Shorter Week 


Montreal, Que.—A 12-cent wage 
increase and a shorter workweek 
were won for some 5,000 members 
of Machinists Lodge 712 employed 
at Canadair, Ltd., in a two-year 
renewal of the union contract. 

The agreement provided for 5 
cents retroactive to last Oct. 1, an- 
other 2 cents at the time of the 
signing and 5 cents Oct. 1, 1959. 
The 41%-hour week will drop to 
40 hours on July 4, 1960. The new 
minimum is $1.56 and will become 
$1.66 when the 40-hour week 


starts. 


ings, instead of $3,000 at present. 

@ Extending the unemployment 
insurance system to Puento Rico. 

Committee Chairman Wilbur D. 
Mills (D-Ark.) joined the Admin- 
istration in opposing any federal 
action on benefits. At the same 
time, however, he chided O’Connell 
for not coming up with better argu- 
ments against benefit standards. For 
example, Mills said, O’Connell 
could have cited the philosophy of 
“states rights.” 

In his prepared testimony, the 
Labor Dept. official conceded 
that “some unemployment re- 
mains across the country as the 
legacy -of the recession.” He in- 
sisted, however, that joblessness 
“tends increasingly to be local- 
ized.” 

“Unemployment will become 
ess—not more—of a problem in 
the next several months,” izes 
nell said. 

Rep. Frank Karsten (D-Mo. * 
one of the sponsors of the labor- 
supported bill to overhaul the ex- 
isting compensation program, ques- 
tioned O'Connell closely about 
Mitchell’s position on standards. 

Karsten noted that last Oct. 15, 
Mitchell told the Bricklayer’s con- 
vention in Atlantic City that “both 
in terms of duration and in terms 
of benefits,” he hoped Congress 
would “set at the federal level a 
standard which the states could 
properly follow.” .< 

O’Connell disclaimed knowl- 
edge of the secretary’s speech. 
Karsten demanded a written ex- 
planation on why this statement. 
six months ago was at such 
“variance” with O’Connell’s tes- 
timony opposing federal benefit 
standards. 

Under the Administration pro- 
posal, O’Connell said, extension of 
coverage to firms with one or more 
employes would provide protection 
for 1.9 million additional workers. 
He said that another 1.3 million 
would be protected by making the 
law apply to employes of non- 
profit institutions. 

Although employer groups argue 
against broadened coverage on the 


grounds that it would cause “in- 
surmountable difficulties” in ad- 
ministration, O’Connell said, 18 


states already have taken such ac- 
tion on their own and have found 
it “actually” results in simplified 
procedures.” 
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“Don’t You WANT To Help Him?” 


from the AFL-CIO. 

The decision was the 
handed down by a court of appeals 
in any of the suits growing out of 
shifts of local unions from the 
BCW, which was ousted by the 
AFL-CIO on findings of corrup- 
tion in its leadership. 

The Illinois decision..was. based 
on the move of the 8,000-member 
BCW Local 1 in Chicago to split 
off and become ABC Local 1. 

Seven members, technically 
enough to hold the charter under 
the BCW constitution, refused to 
join in the disaffiliation. The in- 
ternational union claimed the as- 
sets on their behalf and sued for 
a temporary injunction. This was 
denied by the Cook County 
(Chicago) Superior Court, which 
entered_a declaratory judgment for 
the ABC adherents.: 

The appeals opinion unani- 
mously upholding the action of 
the lower court was signed by 
Presiding Justice John C. Lewe 
and Justice Roger J. Kiley and 
Arthur J. Murphy. 


It pointed out that the affiliation 
of the old union with the AFL- 
CIO was displayed prominently in 
literature used in connection with 
chartering of Local 1 on Apr. 1, 
1956. The international union 


DEMONSTRATION by some 90 members of Auto Workers Local 833 at the Kohler Co. plant 


near Sheboygan, Wis., marks the fifth anniversary of the long strike, which started Apr. 5, 1954. 
: , Se 


Appeals Court Upholds 
Shift of Bakers’ Local 


Chicago—The Illinois Appellate Court has upheld the right of 
a local of the discredited Bakery & Confectionery Workers to 
break away and affiliate with the AFL-CIO American Bakery & 
Confectionery Workers because of the expulsion of the old union 


first'> 


“must have known,” the opinion 
asserted, that when it executed a 
“contract” with Local 1 by char- 
tering it, this contract “could not 
be performed as intended” should 
the AFL-CIO affiliation be ter- 
minated. oe 

“It is our opinion . . . that the 
disaffiliation of Local 1 from BC 
Intl. was fully justified,” the 
opinion stated. 


The overwhelming majority 
of the members of Local 1, who 
own the assets, are entitled to 
control of the assets which they 
appropriated on disaffiliation.” 


The doctrine that continued 
affiliation of -the BCW with the 
AFL-CIO was a factor in BCW 
locals’ relations with the interna- 
tional has been cited in court cases 
in several states resulting from 
action of locals to join the ABC. 
The position of the ABC has been 
consistently upheld. : 

The - principle involved goes 
back to the early 1950s and the 
series of court fights that followed 
expulsion of the United Electrical 
Workers by the former CIO on 
grounds of Communist domination 
and the chartering of the Electrical, 
Radio & Machine Workers, now 
an AFL-CIO unit, to replace it. 


35-Hour Week 


Goal Set by 
Novelty Union 


New York—Officers of the 
Leather Goods, Plastics & Novelty 
Workers have set as an “immediate 
goal” for the union’s membership 
a reduction in the workweek- and 
increased use of the union label. 


Pres. Norman Zukowsky said lo- 
cal unions will be asked to negotiate 
a 37.5-hour week as a start to- 
wards the long-range goal of a 35- 
hour week. He said the cut in 
hours would be “an effective and 
practical way to cope with the prob- 
lems of unemployment and tech- 
nological change.” 


Use of the union label through- 
out the industry, Zukowsky said, 
would be “a means of enforcing 
fair trade conditions and an in- 


strument of promotion.” 


Union Orne | 
Plant Closedg 
Mechanicsville, N, Y.—The Wes 
Virginia Pulp & Paper Co.: aig 


its strikebound plant here pe 


a hearing on making permaneig 
temporary —— barring 
picketing. 

The injunction was issued a 
picket line clash that followe@™ 
attack on headquarters of Pam 
makers & Paperworkers Local 
by a group of supervisors, s¢ 
of whom were said to have 
drunk, The union is asking 
missal of the injunction. 3 

About 950 union members 
been on strike for a'new co 
since Jan. 27, when negotia 
broke down over so-called ma 
ment rights clauses. . Picketing 
peaceful until management 
tempted partial operations. 
strikers went. back to work, bu 
company ordered 250 supery 
employes to cross the ‘picket 


Meantime a panel named ¥e 
Gov. Nelson Rockefeller (R) aay 
headed by Dean Andrew Ch 
ents of the Albany (N. Y.) 
School attempted to mediate 
strike. It made compromise 
posals which were being stud 
by the local leadership with i 
ternational union officials in UR 
headquarters in Albany, 30 mil 
away, when the supervisors bre 
into the local headquarters. 


A mass picket line was hs 


‘thrown around the plant and ¥% 


order broke out when supervill 
tried to force their way througll 
Victor Giuliavelli, local presidg 
Intl Rep. Patrick Harte and 


6a-1t-F 


Education Dir. Henry Paley ™@ 
to the scene from Albany 
helped to restore order. 


‘It was learned later that ti 
junction, which the company™ 
immediately, had been drawal 
the day before union and con 
met with the mediation panel, 
union charged management 
provoking a clash in order to 
tify the picketing ban. 

What the closing order mé 
to the strikers could not 
mediately be determined. F 

_ Mer. George N. Hoover claim 
it was “impractical to operaté 

a climate of lawlessness.” 


COPE Support 
Helps Mayor Wig 

Montgomery, Ala.—Backeda 
the Montgomery Committeeq 
Political Education, Earl Jameagy 
feated incumbent Mayor Waa 
Gayle by a vote of 9,144 to 
in a runoff election. 

In the primary, Gayle was % 
106 votes short of reelection, 
James in second spot and two OM 
candidates far in the rear. 4 

Alkhough Gayle was expecteaa™ 
‘pick up most of the votes origi 
cast for the two minor candida 
one of them”an avowed segia™ 
tionist, COPE mustered its stroma 
through direct mailings, telepl 
calls and plant-gate distribution 
literature to help James willl 


mayoralty, 
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